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To be number one you have to earn
it. Haro number plates were the
first plates ever designed far
BMX. And they've been win-
ning ever since. That's be- /2
cause Haro is ahead of
the competition when
it comes to design,
innovation and
quality construc-
tion. Just ask
Greg Hill, Toby

Henderson, Stu Thompsen, Clint Miller, Brian
Patterson, Tinker Juarez or any other member of

and the full line of Haro BMX components at a
bike shop near you. You can't buy better equip-
ment.

Haro Designs, Inc.
6066 Corte Del Cedro
Carlsbad, CA 92008
(714) 438-4812

Send one dollar for brochure and decals.

Copyright 1982 Haro Designs, Inc.

the Haro All-Star team. See the new Series |

Bike Tests:

One more month—two more grueling tests
of man and machine. Would you believe boy
and bike? How about Puch’s Trak Pro 20
and Champion’s 24, then? Both bikes are
top-of-the-liners with performance and price
for the not-so-weak of heart and
pocketbook. Check pages 22 and 30 for our
evaluations of these two exciting new
releases from the quality—not quantity—
school of BMX.

Photography:

We know that it's long overdue, but our
ever-popular Rad Gallery photo feature
returns with a vengeance—an exclusive
James Cassimus portfolio we know you're
going to crave. Cassimus, one of BMX'’s
finest photogs, breaks out some of his
classic shots of Aparijo, McNeal, Morales,
Poulson, and Patterson. Exposing colorful,
radical action has always been the focus of
our Rad Gallery, and this month King James
is our man on the scene and behind the lens.

Pedals:

In this month’s product overview we bravely
set off in search of pedals for the Bigfoot.
Our feature highlights the latest
developments in the platform pedal
department from innovators like ACS, Hutch,
KKT, MKS, Profile, Shimano, Skyway, SR,
and SunTour. We think you’'ll walk away
from the article with the understanding that
just because you've got longer feet doesn’t
mean you'll get the short end of the stick
when it comes to pedals.

Racing:

In this issue we cover ABA’s final races for
the 1982 season—their Gold Cup Finals and
their Grand National, both of which were
held over Thanksgiving weekend in
Oklahoma City. There The Grands officially
became BMX'’s biggest race to date amidst
spectacular upsets, the usual controversies,
and the year's fiercest racing.

ON THE COVER

Captain’s Log: Contents Page. Star Date: February 1983
It seems spaceman Bob Haro has safely landed his
BMX space shuttle on our computerized cover grid after
successfully orbiting the earth exploring and promoting
BMX’s wild, new frontier—Freestyle. Futuristic photo by
just plain Val Gelineau who specifically asked us not to
refer to him as a “hot shot Hollywood photographer,”
so we won't.
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FREESTYLE:

by Bob Haro

Photos by James Cassimus

In freestyle the only boundaries are
one's own imagination. Freestyle,
trick riding, or whatever you might
call it, as we know it today, is still
in its infancy with many tricks just
waiting to be discovered. Each
month we try to bring you a
different type of stunt that can be
performed on a bicycle. We hope
you'll enjoy them and that they will
kindle your own imagination. This
month we take you away from the
incline world of ramps and bring
you back to the portable aspect of
trick riding. This stunt is known as
a Bar Hop—no relation to bar
hopping for the drinking crowd.
The Bar Hop requires keen senses
and quick reflexes, To keep from
hooking your feet on the number
plate and bailing, the trick is best
learned with handlebars that have
low crossbars and no plate. When
learning this trick wear a helmet
and elbow pads to keep your body
intact during practice.

Once you’'ve mastered this trick,
you're sure to “wow” your racing
mates with your ability and balance
as you whiz by them aboard the
handlebars. Use caution when
learning, though; because it's
harder than it appears. Best of luck!

Trick: Advanced Bar Hop

Step 1: Ride seated, at moderate speed.
Remove number plate so your feet don’t
hook up on it.

Step 2: With pedals level, pre-load your
body by leaning backward.

Step 3: As you head downward

to pre-load, concentrate on the crossbar
and think in your head about making
sure your feet clear it.

Steps 4 and 5: Spring forward, keeping
arms rigid to support your body as you
swing over the bars. Tuck your legs in
as tight as possible to your chest.

Step 6: Critical moment: keep arms
straight and lower your rear onto the_
crossbar.

Step 7: Now regain your

composure and steer straight (practice
will help here).

Step 8: When you're comfortable,
just release your grips and

you’re riding no hands and no feet.
Steer with your rear, and balance using
your legs.

- HAROS BARHOP
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COLORED FOAM GRIPS
Now from Redline comes a machine that is so bold, S
so light and so right. As you sit on our Ultra Light

seat, hands grasping our famous V-bars, feet resting 5
on alloy pedals, you begin to get the feeling of flight.

With the heart of a genuine Redline all chromoly

frame, weighing in under 4 Ibs., all chromoly forks

and precision components machined to incredible

tolerancef, yg;:";l( suddenrlfy understand wh}; our

version of a out-performs everyone elses.
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3 PIECE ALUMINUM OR

1 PIECE CHROMOLY' .
CRANK SET i
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BMX Black Mail
Hey Guys,

I'm a sixteen-year-old girl who's
really into BMX and needs to get in
touch with some pen pals. I'd be
happy to hear from anyone
(ESPECIALLY Scott Clark!) who
wants to correspond with me. Scott
Clark is really my fave, but | also
love all the cute guys on GT.

Sorry for not including one of my
modeling pictures, but they were
only on contact sheets. However,
thanks (in advance) for printing my
letter and hope to hear from you all
soon.

Love,

Michelle Couturier
10280 Lennon Road
Swartz Creek, M| 48473

Clark, you devil you. How many
hearts are you gonna break this
year, huh, big guy?

Fast bikes, fast women, fast
planes, yeah we've heard all about
the lifestyles of you rich, famous,
jet-setting pros and, well. . . frankly
we're jealous. Copies of the above
letter (with the juicy parts left in
this time!) will be sent to your
mother and girlfriend.

P.S. To the guys on Team GT:
According to our plan, duplicate
letters (so we doctored ‘em a little
bit!) were sent to Clark’s mother
and girlfriend. What a laugh, huh?
So now that Scott’s totally out of
the picture, it’s up to you guys! As
per our phone conversation, please
send us a check for the usual
amount.

Dear Plus!,

I'm a fourteen-year-old (soon to be
fifteen) semi-BMXer. What | mean
is, I'm dead serious about BMX, but
I'm also an urban southern boy with
other interests—like girl BMXers!
I'm writing to you Plus guys in
hopes that you'll give me your
usual expert advice, and fix me up
with a nice, down-to-earth female,
preferably 13-17 years of age who's
as into BMX as | am. I'm not
picky—any hair color will do.

Jimmy Clark
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Jimmy, we've got just the girl for
ya. Now all you gotta do is change
your first name. . . .

Ahl gave his All

In your November issue, Volume 5
Number 11, regarding the Inside
Scoop column on page 19. | was

10

thrilled to see the Red Line/World
Almanac National BMX Skills
Competition current results.

Since | was the winner (so far) of
the 25 Meter Dash, it was my first
time having my name in print—the
only problem is that my name is
Brian Ahl (not Awl) and | am from
Lincoln, Nebraska (not Grand
Island).

Needless to say, it was great
competition, especially with Greg
Grubbs there. | really appreciate
your putting this in BMX Plus. As
usual, it was another great issue.

Brian Ahl
Lincoln, Nebraska

You're welcome. Sorry. And thanks,
we enjoyed it too. .. or something
like that.

Plus Equals Minus?
Dear BMX Plus,

My name is Robert Chapman
(alias BMX Enthusiast). Anyways, |
think that BMX Plus is the most
informative BMX magazine that is
published today. You write about all
the races and stuff and have less
advertising than anyone else. You
publish the best magazine ever.
Sincerely Yours,

The BMX Enthusiast

Robert, a sincere “thank you” from
everyone on our editorial staff who
totally loved your letter and
comments. We have nothing but
good things to say about you.
Consider yourself a friend for life.
However, when your letter was
brought to the attention of our
Advertising Director, Ross Kehl,
some very different, shall we say,
colorful, comments and
observations came up.
Unfortunately, Mr. Kehl could nct
be quoted. After all, this is a family

-magazine. Thanks again. No matter

what Ross says, remember, you're
always O.K. with us.

Pintzke vs. Pratt vs.
Hendricks

Dear Editors,

This letter pertains to your
monthly update “Inside Scoop” in
your November 1982 issue. | just
wanted to let you know that Jim
Pratt and Joe Hendricks aren't the
only ones who have competition.

At the ABA Dixieland National |
performed a jump of 5 cars, cleared
the landing ramp, rode it out, yet
hardly anyone has ever heard about
me or knew about it. We all know

Pratt is still around, but is he going
for the record?

My thoughts are: that the object
of BMX car jumping is to clear the
jump with human power. If Joe
cleared it that way, then he has the
record. As to jumping on a bike and
getting towed—this should be in a
whole different record class. As far
as getting towed, Joe did a great
job.
There are only three professional
distance car jumpers known to
BMX. We jumpers deserve a little
more recognition. After all, we are
the ones trying to please the
audience and beat the impossible.
Kids should know not to attempt a
stunt like this unless they have
years of experience, are of age (or
have parental approval), and are
wearing safety equipment. Kids
appreciate these attractions. This
can clearly be seen by the applause
and the handshakes

I’d like to let people know that
Pratt inspired me also two years
ago, and that I'm going to give the
record some competition. Thanks
for letting me express myself. Also
let me add, all the people working
with BMX Plus! are doing a great
job topping the so-called world’s
largest competitor. Not mentioning
names.

Thanks,

Chris Pintzke
La Porte, Indiana

Free Money

We knew we'd get your attention—
but that's not all we want. We want,
no, we need, your letters, feedback,
comments, communications,
condolences, confessions,
congratulations, conjectures,
consensuses, considerations,
controversies, criticisms, etc.

We want 'em all and we'll even
pay you for them! That's right—
anybody who writes us a letter that
we publish in this column will
receive, absolutely free, a BMX
Plus! backpack: an $11.95 value!
so send us those letters and
postcards—technical, personal, or
whatever you feel like scribbling
down. Please understand though,
that long letters may be
abbreviated, nasty letters should be
as short as possible, and long nasty
letters will be returned to your
mother. Write On!

Send to:

BMX Plus!—Mailbag
1760 Kaiser Avenue
Irvine, CA 92714

BMX PLUS!

Fompetitionl

Supelliie



MOVE UP T

ation strikes again!! Skyway i
Y Aerodynamic frame
se first of its kind in. BMXAE
rformance package, T/A" 180 chrome-moly
iction enstﬁ; minimum Weight/maximum
nieh more! T/A looks like a fine
Handles like a dream. And has
e most brutal torture tests.
Be a winner. Move up to Skyway'’s T/A...
the start of a new era in racing.

eréd as a

“Break it? | tried and | couldn't!”
STEVE SHOBERT, National Pro

All tubing is aerodynamic E=s
tear-drop shaped (except head
tube and bottom bracket).

“It holds the hot line on any track!
ANDY PATTERSON, 17 Expert

RECREATION

Skyway Recreation Products, 4451 Caterpillar Road, Redding, CA 96003

The Patterson Rumors
Rumors have been flying about the
Patterson Racing Products team
ever since an item appeared in BMX
Action Magazine that suggested
that they might be agreeable if a
new sponsor tried to sign them.
Following their outstanding
performances at the ABA Grand
National (elsewhere in this issue)
speculation and rumors reached
new heights. The word from Vance
Patterson (Brent and Brian’s dad
and the owner of the company):
Patterson Racing Products is still in
business; the guys are not looking
for a new sponsor, but Brent and
Brian would be willing to leave P.
R. P. if someone were to offer them
$50,000 a year each. Any takers?

‘‘ance Patterson denles rumors of break up of
Patterson Racing Products team.

French BMX
end of polnts year.

French BMX Champions
While we're on the subject of
national champions, here’s a photo
of the twelve top riders in France
for 1982. We can't I. D. which is
which, but we do have their names
and classes. They are: 6 Years,
Christophe Emotte; 7 Years, Rudy
Nicolas; 8 Years, Philippe Hinault; 9
Years, Christophe Bellong; 10
Years, Frederic Cassau; 11 Years,
Fabrice Perez; 12 Years, David
Kostler; 13 Years, Philippe Leleu; 14
Years, Christophe Delarche; 15
Years, Claude Vuillemot; and 16
Years, Oliver Munsch; and Open,
Xavier Redois.

Not a “Jason” in the bunch. Our
thanks to Brian Montgomery for
sending us the notice and picture.

FEBRUARY 1983

Mickey Lundy says goodbye to amateur
ranks.

New Pros

Diamond Back’s Pete Loncarevich
turned pro after the ABA Grands.
The word from Pete is that he'll
race the lower-level pro class
before moving up to AA. So far
Pete’s raced only two local races as
a pro, and though he hasn't'won a
main yet, he's been making quite a
showing in the motos. The question
is: Can Pete continue his JAG
World Championship winning
streak? He's won his class each of
the last three years. Find out next
month if he can make it four in a
row.

Pete’s Diamond Back teammate
Eddy King has put his own change
to the pro class into a temporary
holding pattern. The latest word
from Diamond Back is that Eddy
will turn pro in April.

Meanwhile, our old friend Mickey
Lundy of the Race Inc. team made
the move to the pro ranks right
after the ABA Grands. According to
our man Mike Miranda, Mickey has
what it takes to make it in the
bucks class. We think so too, but
we'll wait and see. It ain't easy, as
they say.

Injuries List

Kevin Mc Neal, 1980 Pro JAG
World Champion and 1981 ABA
National Number One, will miss the
1982 JAG World Championship due
to a head injury suffered at the
notorious Sand Hills near his home
in Riverside, California. According
to eyewitness accounts, Kevin
made the longest jump ever seen at
the Sand Hills, overshooting the
normal landing hill and crashing
onto flat ground. Kevin was
knocked unconscious (he was not
wearing a helmet) and rushed by
ambulance to a nearby hospital.
Kevin spent eleven days in the
hospital, unconscious for the first
five. Kevin reports that his doctors
told him he “nearly died”; however,
he broke no bones and will be able.
to resume racing in January.

Jeff Osmus is also out of
commission for the World
Championship. Jeff took a bad
crash on the “Moonwalker” whoop-
de-doos at the ABA Grand
National, breaking his leg.

This month's good news is that
Harry Leary is back in action. Harry
tore cartilage in his left knee at the
Huffy IBMXF World Championship
last July. When he resumed racing
in early October he reinjured the
knee, requiring another two month
layoff. As of December 20, Harry is
back on the pedals again, racing
local races, and getting ready for
Vegas. He says it may take him
another month to get all his strength
back, but he's anxious to get going
again and predicts that 1983 will be
his best year yet.
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Pro BMX Bike Tag

This month we went over to a
handy BMX riding area in Santa
Ana, California, to get the color
shot of Mike Miranda for this
issue’s Puch Test. It so happens we
stumbled onto one of the greatest
games of “bike tag” in the history
of BMX. Assembled for the game,
all in street clothes, were none
other than Clint Miller, Harry Leary,
Stu Thomsen, Eric and Robby
Rupe, David Lee (of Bassett, not
E.T. fame), Byron Friday, Greg Hill,
Pete Loncarevich, and, of course,
Mike Miranda, as well as some of
their friends. We're talking
awesome—you shoulda been there!

1983 IBMXF World
Championship
The latest word from the
International BMX Federation
comes to us from our faithful
European correspondent Gerrit
Does. The 1983 IBMXF World
Championship has been scheduled
for “August 5, 6, and 7th 1982."
198277 Well, we suspect they mean
1983. Anyway, the race will take
place at the Ponypark Shagharen, a
famous amusement park in Holland,
close the the German border.
Riders who wish to enter the
event must get permits from their
country’s IBMXF affiliate. In the ~
U.S.A. that is the NBL; in Japan,
the J.B.A.; in Australia, the A. BMX.
Association; in England, U.K. BMX
Association; and in Belgium, the
F.BMX.B. Association. Those
organizations will supply additional
information about the race to
anyone who wants it.

14

ABA National Rankings
We've got the final word from the
ABA on their national points
chases. Here are the end-of-the-
year rankings in the key races:

Amateur Points
1. Steve Veltman 1842
2. Rich Farside 1605
3. Geoff Scofield 1478
4. Jason Wharton 1450
5. Gary Ellis 1446
6. Doug Davis 1435
7. Eddie Siegmond 1412
8. Leon Williams 1356
9. Richie Anderson 1316
10. Eddy King 1303
11. Roger Moore 1296
12. Craig Back 1296
18. Charlie Williams 1278
14. Chris Torres 1204
15. Sam Arellano 1180
16. Jason Donnell 1174
17. Jason Jensen 1160
18. Mike Horton 1159
19. J. D. Finney 1150
20. Mike Salido 1115
Girls
1. Debbi Kalsow 711
2. Yolanda Williams 683
3. Lisa Terry 661
4. Cheri Elliott 422
5. Stephanie Alstott 401
6. Kim Johnson 398
7. Julee Lindsay 381
8. Lisa Vonderahe 378
9. Peg O'Parka 372
10. Trish Ohda 368
Cruiser
Steve Veltman 1162
Rob Fehd 1128
Tim Judge 1114
Clarence Perry 1050
Mark Steimer 944
Danny Steplight 891
D. D. Leone 790
John Hoffard 667
David Lambert 645
Scott Patterson 620

1983 ABA National
Schedule

The ABA has announced the
following national schedule for
1983:

Lake Elsinore, Calif. Jan. 22-23
Shreveport, La. Jan. 29-30
Chandler, Ariz. Feb. 19-20
Lubbock, Tex. Apr. 10
Springfield, I11. May 1
Northern California May 28-29
Sumner, Wash. Jun. 12
Colorado Jul. 2-3
Michigan Jul. 17
Indiana Aug. 13-14
Charlotte, N.C. Aug. 21
New Jersey Aug. 28
Oklahoma City Nov. 25-27

(Grand National)
Be there or be square.

Steve Veltmg,

= Gk
8,
Classes jp final ABA nallt';r‘l::l ::’::7;:"”“’
s.

ber
| Kalsow takes ABA National Num!

Debb! girls classes:
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World's Championship Race, Dayton, OH '82
14 & Over PowderPuff Class

VANS Racing Team

IBMXF Magic Mountain Race, Valencia, CA '82 ABA Gold Cup, Oklahoma City, OK '82

#1 15 & Over PowderPuff Class

Combination of colors available
Narrow, medium and wide wid
For additional information, see your

local dealer in your area or you may write:

2240 DUPONT STREET
ANAHEIM, CA 92806

Dealer inquiries invited except in So. Calif.

#1 15 & over PowderPuff Class

HANDCRAFTED AMERICAN-MADE ATHLETIC FOOTWEAR

VAN DOREN RUBBER CO,, INC.
PO. BOX 729, ANAHEIM,CA 92805
714/772-8270




~ Unredll Awesome! Unbelievable power! Picture yourselt “Harry Leary” Turbo, the new Viper, or
blowing away the toughest competition on a Diamond Back. ‘ Diamond Back's Ridge Runner Moun -
possible? Just look at Pro Harry Leary. He knows that : tain bike. And keep your eyes peeled
amond Back machines have two speeds...Fast. And faste: - for the new Turbo Lite Series.
‘Whether you're jammin’ on the track or around the : i Sano stylin’, Max performance, All
, Diamond Back’s got a machine for you. Bikes 5 Diamond Back bikes and products are
popular Silver Streak, the ultimate 4 g L Fe? designed, manufactured, and race-
i b tested to give you that winning edge.
So no matter what kind of traffic you're
in, stay ahead of it with Diamond Back
...the leader in BMX.
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From left {o right, back ro ICH FARSIDE, 17 Expert* HARRY LEARY, Pro+
DAVID CLINTON, Pro « PETE LONCAREVICH, 17 Expert » EDDY KING, 18 Expert ®

DOUG DAVIS, 14 Expert » Front Row: JASON WHARTON, 11 Experte RIEN FIEN,
8 Expert e BRENT ROMERO, 10 Expert.

DIAMOND BACK FACTORY TEAM -
EQUIPPED BY AERO, HARO, JOHAR OF
CALIFORNIA, OAKLEY

DIAMOND BACK RACING COMPONENTS

MANUFACTURED IN JAPAN BY ARAYA,

ASAHIL DIA COMPE, D.1.D., SUGINO,
 SUZUE, TANGE

WEST GERMANY
+ Gunda Messingschlage oHG
8401 Baunach
Hamsbergstiaase 37




Gold Cup Finals

End of the road or end of the rainbow?

The ABA Gold Cup consisted of a series
of races designed to give racers a chance
to compete for a national title without
having to hit every ABA national along
the way. A rider only had to race one

Story and Photos by John Ker

Gold Cup Championship in Oklahoma
City. The only thing he (she) had to do
was make the main in his (or her) class
and he was eligible to race that class at
the Championship.

Gold Cup qualifier to earn a shot at the

Sponsored by Schwinn, Jag BMX, Thom McAn,

Atherg,
" the wi "agz

The concept was an interesting
one, although it pointed up the
problem that most one-shot races
face. Despite the glorious titles
bestowed—United States Gold Cup
Champions—the race winners were
still basically just one-race winners.
The Championship didn't really
seem any more significant than an
ordinary ABA national. Maybe even
less so.

Of course, ABA nationals are not
to be taken lightly. They have come
to be the standard by which other
big, important BMX events are
judged. The competition is always
intense. The turnout is generally
very large. The tracks are usually
good (occasionally excellent). The
races run as smoothly and reliably
as a brand new foreign car.

If there was a main factor that
made the Gold Cup Championship
seem a little, shall we say,
insignificant, it had to be the
scheduling of the race. The Gold
Cup Championship was scheduled

FEBRUARY 1983

The fastest lady In BMX right now—Kim
Johnson. When she started racing there was
no class for girls, so her competition were
guys like Pete Loncarevich and Lee Mediin—
and she used to beat them. Behind her here is
Jenny Zeuner (21).

for the Fairgrounds Arena in
Oklahoma City for the day after
Thanksgiving, as if it were just a
pre-race for the Grand National.
Any race would suffer by
comparison to the ABA Grand
National. It's like being the warm-
up act before the Rolling Stones

No matter how good a show it turns

out to be, everybody knows it's just
the warmup act.

As it turned out, many racers felt
the same way about the Gold Cup,
choosing not to race until the real
Grand National, not wanting to get
tired out or hurt before the most
important race of the year. For
example, Team Diamond Back
passed up the Gold Cup finals
altogether.

Maybe that was for the better, as
the whole purpose of the series
seemed to have been to give
unknown riders without major
sponsors a chance to race for a
national championship. The fact
that some riders didn't think the

Coca-Cola, and 7-11

Pouls
d patterser:
o A
Andy took &
fifth In the OP®

race was important enough te
expend their energies on only
meant that other riders would have
better chances to win and/or get
signed by potential sponsors. As it
was, there was enough “factory
team” attendance to give credibility
to every rider who could place first,
second, or third in his class.

Liggins Quadruples

Nobody but nobody did as well at
the race as JAG's new superstar,
Greg Liggins. He first got our
attention just a month ago when he
tripled at the ABA’s Lancaster
national. This time around he
quadrupled, winning the 14 Expert,
the 13-14 Open, the 13-14 Cruiser,
and the 13-14 Trophy Dash.

It was not an easy feat to
accomplish, and it did not win Greg
too many fans either. He had
already won his Open and his
Cruiser mains when the 14 Expert
main got started. Greg was stuck




The 14 Experts in full speed-jump formation. Weight back, full body compression and they're still flying. Commander Mark Steimer takes the
right wing position on his GT-14.

chasing Rob Eisenberg around the
track most of the way, with
Eisenberg riding a very smart race,
effectively blocking Liggins from
any passes. In the last turn Liggins
tried to pass Eisenberg on the
inside and in doing so slid into
Rob, krocking him down. The
crowd booed its disapproval, but
the officials ruled that it was a fair
move, unintentional, and gave Greg
the win.

The 13-14 Trophy Dash was

where Liggins needed the fourth
win of the day. In this round
Liggins found himself behind John
Choi (the 13 Expert winner) coming
into the second turn. It looked like
Greg would have a hard time
passing the speedy Choi until John
crashed (untouched by anybody) in
the slick second turn. It was a clean
race but Greg didn't get much

applause at the finish line. As
announcer Merl Mennenga noted,
“This crowd is merciless!”

The “Unknowns” Rule
The Expert classes numbered more
“unknowns” than “knowns” in the
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mains. Riders unknown on the
national circuit were racing and
beating the stars of some of the
factory teams. With riders like Mark
Kotsay (California) beating Travis
Younger, Jason Donnell, and Chris
Schoonover in the 6 Expert main,
there was a lot of rooting for
successful underdogs in the various
classes.

The 9 Expert class produced
another upset, with Matt Dedoes
scoring the win in a main that
included Andrew Soule, Justin
Roos, Scott Wilding, and Geoff
Scofield.

The one rider who really caught
my eye was one Damien Bernal of
California. I'd never heard of him
before, but he blew away the likes
of Jason Jensen, Brad Francisco,
and Eddie Siegmond in the 11
Expert class.

Don Johle racked up another big
win with an outstanding perform-
ance in the 17 Expert main. A very
strong and healthy-looking Mike
Poulson took second and a red-hot
unknown, Fred Johnson, took third.
Andy Patterson took fourth in his
last race as an amateur, turning pro
the next day for the Grand
National.

Poulson found solace in the 15
and Over Open class. Looking
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faster then ever, he took a solid win
over (in order) Fred Johnson, D. D.
Leone, Don Johle, Andy Patterson,
Rick Webb (another lightning-like
unknown), Paul Gossrau, and Omar
Axt.

Two riders tripled at the event.
The first was an unknown, Brian
Burnside of Oregon, of the 10
Expert class. The other was Mark
Perez of GT fame, in the 12 Expert
class.

The Pro Class

Though virtually every top pro in
America was either in attendance or
due to arrive momentarily, the Gold
Cup Championship didn’t draw
nearly as many pros as it could
have. As was the case with the
amateurs, many were waiting for
the next day

Ron Anderson surprised just
about everyone by ripping to a win
in the Pro Cruiser class, beating
Tinker Juarez, Kevin McCarthy, Joe
Stam, Clarence Perry (who had
trouble with the jumps), and Glen
Adams, in that order.

The Pro Open class saw Skyway
pro Bob Medrano take a dramatic
win over a much-improved Donny
Atherton, who took second. The
second place finish by Atherton
served to evidence the fact that he

o-loo'
art Mcuanfe ;‘B aIIBS' of
E'gmn“a':my 130 p°“"df,' ed m Y omster on the
seve t he's |

thB pfOFS" t |n AA Pro.

has undertaken a serious riding and
training program in order to try to
move up in the pro ranks.

The A and AA Pro Classes were
won by two brothers from the state
of Washington. There have been a
number of successful double-
brother acts in BMX before, and
from all appearances, Bart and
Scott McDaniel are on the same
path. Bart edged out Stu Thomsen,
Donny Atherton, Mike Miranda,
Tinker Juarez, and Dave
Christensen respectively for his
win. Scott beat Brian Barlow,
Medrano, Brian Pascal, Andy
Zirzow, Tracer Finn, Scott Fifield,
and Angel Campano, in that order,
for his own.

The Outlook for the Future
In the coming year the ABA Gold
Cup Championship will be held
separate from the Grand National.
The 1983 qualifying series will
begin in Monroe, Washington, on
January 15th, then hopscotch
around the country with sixteen
more stops before the finale. The
final event, the U.S. Gold Cup
Championships, will be held in Las
Vegas, Nevada, October 8th and Sth
Then we'll really see if the Gold Cup
series can stand on its own.

We think it will.
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benefit is that the gusset is “form-
fitted” around the top tube and the
down tube, thus eliminating direct
contact between the sharp edges of
the gusset plate and the frame
tubes. Often, poorly designed
gussets can create a fracture-prone
point where the sharp trailing edge
of the gusset connects to the frame.

The Trak-Pro frame flexes less
than your typical lightweight racer
with no head gusset, but with little
weight penalty. A blow that may
sever an ungusseted frame likely
would not phase the Trak-Pro.

The manufacturing quality of the
Puch is nearly flawless from the
welding right down to the chrome
plating. All the traditional qualities
of a good weld were present on our
Trak-Pro: filleting, penetration,
consistency, and coverage.
Component fitting was no problem
even though the rear stays had to
be stretched just a slight amount to
slide the rear hubs in.

Surprisingly, on these frames
Speed Unlimited uses a technigue
called tumbling that enhances the
quality of the their chrome plating.
Tumbling is a process used to
polish parts automatically. It is
most commonly used with small
parts. A large part like a frame
requires a tumbler big enough to
circulate the frame along with the
small abrasive particles. One main
benefit of tumbling is the very even
finish it produces. Our Trak-Pro
was proof of this—its chrome job
was flawless. However, this flawless
chrome did create an interesting
situation. Notice we said situation,
not problem, because every other
frame should have this good a
chrome job.

Chrome plating is very hard and
very slick. This made it tough for
the Italian-made OMAS rear hub
fittings to get a bite on the thin rear
drop outs. Normal tightening of the
rear axle nuts wasn't enough to
prevent the rear axle from slipping
forward under hard “snap”
acceleration. Frustrated, we
decided to really bear down on the
axle nuts, actually to the point of
over-tightening them. But, typically,
over tightening proved to be an
error—the locknut (for the adjusting
cone) on the freewheel side
cracked, and then the aluminum
adjusting cone that adjusts the
sealed bearings stripped out and
had to be replaced. That blew one -
day of riding. OMAS parts aren’t
exactly the most common things
you'll find at any bike shop. The
locknut is a common ISO
(International Standards Organiza-
tion) part, but the adjusting cone is
standard only for OMAS series 1700
sealed hubs. Fortunately, we were
able to find an OMAS dealer who
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put us back on the right track. To
him it looked like the locknut had
been heat treated too hard; the way
it snapped indicated a high degree
of brittleness. Although he had
never experienced any problems
with OMAS hubs before, he
replaced the locknut with a lower
grade one (i.e., softer) to prevent
any further cracking. Then the
locknut on the other side cracked
the same way the first one did,
indicating it was no fluke. We
replaced it with a lower grade one
also.

Apparently these hubs are
designed for “track-style” dropouts
which are much thicker than your
typical BMX ones. These track
frames offer a certain degree of
imbedability for the rear axle
hardware. With thin dropouts and
super chroming, the hardware can’t
bite in when normal torque is
applied. Under the stress of over
tightening, something had to give.
Most often it's the hardened washer
that’'s common on track hubs that
cracks, but in this case the locknuts
gave out. To be sure, it isn't a major
problem, just a minor incon-
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venience. It's nothing that a simple
axle adjuster like the Whale-tail or
softer locknuts won't solve.

More on Components

Along with the OMAS hubs, which,
incidentally, were the titanium axle
Titan 1700 low-flange models
(which roll seemingly forever),
Bicycle World supplied for the
Team Issue: Red Line Flight
Cranks, DX pedals and brake lever,
CW handlebars, a Race Inc.
chrome-moly seat post, and Dia-
Compe caliper brakes and seat post
clamp. Other nice touches included
a Shotgun 2 seat (they must've
known it's a favorite), a SunTour
head lock-up, and the Araya 7X and
Mitsuboshi Comp Il rim/tire
combination.

As a unit, the Trak-Pro tips the
scales at just over twenty-four
pounds. That's light, especially
considering this was set up for a
pro-sized rider.

Ergonomics
Ergonomics, as described in IBM'’s
Ergonomics Handbook, is the
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The Trak Pro’s form-fitted, skip-welded head gusset and ovalized top and down tubes. A blow that
might sever an otherwise d frame would p. ly not even phase this one. With their

I{;go permanently embossed in the gusset you'll never in a million years mistake it for anything
else.

Not uniike Speed Unlimited’s Thruster-style
rear end, the Puch features unique “trapped”-
style rear dropouts and gusseting at both the

A3navys

Currently, Puch offers the Trak Pro In a frame/fork/handlebar set only but plans to offer an
under-$300 kit version any time now. This, however, was our tester—a custom scoot set up for us
by Bicycle Worlid and dubbed by Puch’s John Selyer as the “Team Issue.” Check the specs for all
the detalls/
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seat stay tube ji and the chain
stay/crank hanger functure. To sum It all up
In one word: strong.

science of human factors. The word
was invented in the early 1950's by
a group of scientists and engineers
looking for a term to describe the
relationship between people and -
machine. The word is derived from
the Greek “ergon” (work) and
“nomos” (natural laws of).

Ergonomics, in the context of
bicycles, helps put into perspective
how well the form of the cycle
follows the intent of its use. For
instance, would you set up a pro
racer with 165mm cranks? Of
course not. It's ergonomically
incorrect. Our Team Issue Puch
had optimum ergonomics for riders
five feet, seven inches or taller. This
made good sense because it's a
long bike, and Puch’s other model
fits riders smaller than that. The key
proportions of this bike are its long
wheelbase and low profile, which
are consistent with the form of the
smaller Trak-Pro.

A Controlled Ride

Puch's one minor change in the
front end—the decreased fork
offset, mentioned earlier—really
livened up the handling of the Trak-
Pro, yet it did so with no major loss
of stability. The bike felt extremely
maneuverable, and it took us little
time to adapt to its points of
balance and handling qualities.

The bike has a good personality,
a good mixture of traits that makes
it a vehicle that's easy to switch
from the cruise mode to the race
mode. The long wheelbase and
laid-back seat angle favor cruising
while the low profile and nimble
steering make it a swift pacer from
corner to corner.

A31QvHE

When it comes to flat corners, the
Trak-Pro is one of the more secure
bikes. In fact, overall, the
maneuvering of this bike around
corners, even at race speeds,
requires less body English to
maintain control than many other
race bikes.

No doubt the fantastic ensemble
of components helps the Puch, but
when it comes to handling, good
components only serve to amplify
what is already there. Expensive
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components can make an already
good bike better, but if the frame
geometry were bad to begin with,
all the great components in the
world wouldn't save it. That's no
problem with the Puch Trak-Pro,
however. Even without Team Issue
components it will handle up to
spec.

Future Conclusion
Although you cannot expect the
soon-to-be-released Trak-Pro kit

($300 price) to be as lavishly
appointed as the Team Issue ($500
value), you can anticipate it to be
equipped in a quality race-ready
fashion. With this new Trak-Pro
frameset as the base for the kit, it's
just a matter of ergonomics: if you
fit it, it'll fit you. As John Selyer put
it to us, "We only want to do things
one way, and that's the right way!”
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By Bob Hadley
Photos by John Ker

PERFORMANCE ART

To be called a champion denotes superiority over all others. True to the
word and holding to that image is Champion Racing Products, Inc., of
Chatsworth, California, a company that has given new meaning to the term
“Front Triangle.”

e Champion was originally a motorcycle frame maker located in Northern
California. It happens that they were bought out by Red Line Engineering in
(or around) 1975, but before that they produced a small number of extremely
expensive BMX framesets. When Red Line bought out Champion they
weren’t interested in the BMX frame at all, they were looking to expand the
motorcycle ventures. Then, late in 1978, as often happens in the world of
business, Linn Kastan and Mike Konle, the two partners owning Red
Line/Champion, decided to dissolve their partnership and divide the
company up between them. Kastan took his share and continued as Red
Line, while Konle took his share and formed Champion. Konle and
Champion remained in the original location with not only the motorcycle
stuff, but all the equipment and tooling for bicycle production as well.
Immediately, Konle put all of his years of experience making Red Lines to
use, working as a fabricator of frames and frame tubing sets for other
companies. He also stepped up his status in the motorcycle business,
producing several models for short track (250 cc oval racing) and for
motocross (500 cc four-stroke). Konle also became involved with cranes, not
the birds, but the big construction cranes used in building and road repair,
which he owns and rents.

Early in 1980, Konle figured the time was right to start working on his own
Champion brand bicycles. It wouldn’t be a straight resurrection of the
original, which was both expensive to build and out-dated, but a new more
efficient design based on the old idea. The result: three models—20-inch, 24-
inch, and 26-inch. Our test bike: the 24.

The easy handling of the Champlon 24 let
Martin Aparijo demonstrate his version of a
*“Hannah.” What Martin does next Is his own
invention.
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The Old Idea

Over a year and a half was spent in
experimenting with different styles
designed around one constantly
remaining feature: the original
Champion’s dual front triangle.
From a visual standpoint, it appears
as if the middle-gusset tube is
connected only to the down tube
and seat mast. Don’t be misled. The
gusset tube actually extends
though and is welded to the head
tube. To accomplish this, all the
tubes are jigged up in a fixture. A
welder then “tacks” the gusset tube
to the seat mast. The down tube is
carefully slipped rearward along the
gusset tube to expose the head-
tube/gusset-tube butt joint. After
that joint is welded, the down tube
is moved back into its position and
welded. From that point the frame
is 100% welded in the jig.

32

= <1
% Skin deep,

The objective of the dual
triangulation is to spread out the
concentration of stress loads in the
most efficient fashion. To do this,
the gusset tube has to be
connected directly to the head tube
and triangled with the top tube
where it ends at the seat mast. Any
other arrangement would not be
fully effective. Champion’s dual
triangle gives it perhaps the best
strength-to-weight ratio going. (See
the sidebar for Konle's comments
on dual triangulation.)

Not coincidentally, Champion’s
rear triangle section is designed
with the intention of making it
structurally consistent with the
front half of the frame. The seat
and chain stays angle to a perfectly
mitered connection above the rear
dropout. Champion figures that this
method adds uniform rigidity to the
rear triangle section. The unusual

rear dropout design was carefully
considered and tested extensively
by Champion. It looks much like a
front fork dropout with an axle
adjusting slot, but it is, in fact,
much more than it looks. It is thick, |
one-third thicker (.140") than
Champion’s front fork dropout. It's
stagger welded along the length of
the chain stay, which ismore than
three and one-half inches long, and
it has a channel bend along the
bottom edge to help resist flex. We
were very impressed with this
design, but then, we're pushovers
when it comes to clean, simple, and
functional designs.

Not Overlooked

Since all the stresses to that critical
head-tube area are delivered via the
fork, it makes sense that Champion
wouldn’t overlook its design
requirements. Like the frame, the
fork shows purposefulness in
design. It's a simple, proven
leading-axle design executed with
the expertise you'd expect from the
man (Konle) who was one-half of
the team that revolutionized (and
legitimized) tubular chrome-moly
forks for BMX.

The fork leg diameters are one
and one-eighth inches. The leg
ends and dropouts are done in
classic slant-line style. The legs
have a wide radius bend with no
trace of the crumpling that is often
seen on some brands of large O.D.
forks. Flawless is the word for the
cone threading, the washer key-way
and yoke fittings.

Champion's main push is in
framesets, but they've also
developed three handlebars: one for
cruisers and two sizes of regular
bars. Like the frames, the bars are
4130 chrome-moly tubing. The
cross bar is heli-arced in place. Our
twenty-four-incher naturally had the
cruiser bars which measure a width
of twenty-six inches with a total rise
of seven inches. The sweep bend
isn't quite as flat as some of the
new styles, and consequently, your
forearms don't get cramped on long
rides. Our only wish was for a full
regulation width of twenty-eight
inches. This would allow the
individual rider the choice of
leaving them wide or cutting them
down to whatever width was
desired. The bars also feature a
knurled clamping area and a
flawless chrome plate.

The Ensemble

An issue or so back, we mentioned
that the Europeans referred to all
the component systems together as
a "'groupo.” The lesson for this
month: the Japanese component
makers call the same thing an
“ensemble.” Our Champion was set
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up for this test with basically a
Shimano DX ensemble (with Takagi
MX Cr-Mo cranks instead of the
DX). As usual, we were happy with
the performance of all the parts, but
most of all we were actually
surprised by the caliper brake
system. For sure, the DX two-finger
brake lever finds favor with most of
our testers as well as with many top
racers, but the calipers, to be
honest, have often left us
disappointed in the past. But the
set we had on the Champion
Twenty-four worked as well as any
caliper we've ever used. The reach
is right in between the Dia-Compe
MX 900 and MX 1000 models, an
ideal compromise. The best feature
is the hexagonal centering nut on
the caliper side of the anchor
assembly. With this, only a 14mm
cone wrench is needed to
accurately center the brake
assembly. Shimano’s quick-release
system isn’t as slick as Dia-
Compe’s cam/lever system, but it's
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equally functional and simple to
use.

Trail or Track
On the trail or at the track the
Champion responds with desirable
handling qualities: stable in-line
tracking, neutral steering, good
balance, and comfortable
positioning. Like a true quality bike,
riding it is pure fun in the sun (my
rhyme for the year, O.K.?). Riding
should be fun. For the price you
pay for a Champion, it better be.
The top-tube height is about
twenty-six inches, which puts it
right between all the low frames
(twenty-four inches or lower) in the
cruiser class, like Bassett, Hutch,
and Prosight, and the tallest, the
Mongoose 2/4, which stands alone
at twenty-eight inches. This mid-
height gives the Champion cruiser
a unified look, which is exactly how
to describe the way it rides: unified.
You feel like you're part of the bike,

whereupop
the airl This

- - - On contact the visor
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confident and in control whether
it’s in the air or tearing around a
corner. It doesn’t take a whole lot
of moving around or forcing of the
bars to get the Champion to click.
Certainly it can be forced if you
want to. Stuff it into a berm as
rough as you like, and it'll take it
and move you on in whatever
direction you'd like to go.

To us a company shows class
when it fulfills functional
requirements in a simple, yet
original, way. The Champion has
this class. It is both daring and
provocative without being
ostentatious. In the for-what-it's-
worth-department. look at
Champion’s line-up of bikes. They
are.all based on one design and
incorporate all the same methods of
construction. To us that shows that
Champion has confidence in its
ideas, is willing to commit to them,
and stand by them. These days
that's hard to come by.

blows off prs heimet,
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Konle on Frame Building
The new Champions are a unique
and expensive breed. They are the
brainchild of Mike Konle. Over the
years he's built thousands and
thousands of BMX frames out of his
Chatsworth facility. In these recent
quotes, Konle discussed various
aspects of his designs and
methods:

On The Double Triangulation:
“When you land from a jump,
imagine as the front wheel hits the
ground it wants to spread the
wheel-base apart. That five-eighths-
inch tube welded in there gives us a
straight-pull reinforcement of the
head area.”

On Welding: “We take more time
with our welding to insure both
cosmetic beauty and function.
We're not high-speed piecework
welders. We try to make all the
ripples consistent and keep the
cross-section consistent. What we
go for is an aircraft-quality weld.
For instance, we don't allow any
undercutting. Undercutting is where
if you looked at a cross-section of a
weld, the tubing right next to the
weld would be thinner than the

tube’s original wall thickness. That's
no good, a no go. Quality control
here is a top priority."”

On Welders: “Only about one in ten
who answer our qualifications for a
welder and take our test are up to
our quality standards.”

On Plating: “Everything is pre-
polished and finish-polished, if
necessary, to remove any scale left
from the welding. Polishing is of
the utmost importance. Say you
took a plain piece of metal and
started working it repeatedly,
bending it back and forth and so
on. Eventually, that piece would
work harden and break. But if you
took that same piece of metal and
polished it to a mirror finish, it
would outlive the unpolished piece.
By polishing the metal you remove
any beginning cracks, that exist as
surface imperfections, like small
scratches or nicks (or any surface
imperfection). Those imperfections
crack and expand just like an earth
fault as the metal is worked.”

On Hydrogen Embrittlement That
Affects Plated Frames: “It's a
critical factor if you are plating a
frame that is on the paper-thin edge

of making it. The chemical process
of plating causes a case-hardening
effect on the tubing, an effect that
would cause a marginal frame to
crack quickly, but if your frame is
over and above the marginal point,
chroming doesn't significantly
affect it.”

On Rigidity Through Triangulation:
“It has been my experience, in
aircraft and in crane booms, the
way you get strength is through
proper triangulation, not through
heavier wall thickness. You can
make a frame lighter and equally as
strong if it's triangulated correctly.
It's the same as a boom on a big
crane. They are triangulated all the
way out to the tips with small
diameter tubing, yet they're as
strong as if they were a solid stock
six-foot square. But a solid square
of solid stock would bend like a
garden hose under its own massive
weight if you lifted it from one end.
At the same time, your triangulated
box section would barely sag under
its own weight.”

On Flex (the importance of frame
rigidity): “If it flexes, it work-
hardens.”

day but check these out! They're flawlessly

1-1/8-Inch: h

models with classic slant-line style and
leading-axle dropoufs.

Now we’ve seen some nice looking legs in our
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Martin has been known to pick some strange
places and unusual times to check our fest

bike's tires for wear. Just walt tll you see his
In-air wheel trulng! You just don'’t pull moves
like this on a quirky-handling bike.

For additional Info contact:
Champlon Racing Products, Inc.
20105 Nordhoff Street
Chatsworth, CA 91311

(213) 882-4725
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Don't Let It Slide . . Do It Right!
With AME GRIP STICK

Spent the last two working days in your garage with a
chainsaw and a crowbar trying to mount your new grips?
A'ME (the grip makers) say do it right or don’t do it at all.

~ Chain lube or dishwashing liquid is not the right way. Any

lubricant that won’t set up or doesn’t dry tacky will let the
grips slide or rotate, and that’s not good at all.

A’ME’s new GRIP STICK is the right way. Just spray
two full squirts of GRIPSTICK into your grip and it will
slideright on; then give it 60 minutes and it WON'T
slide again.

~ A'ME GRIPSTICK: It's quick, it’s easy, and it works. So
~ don’tletitslide, doitright. . . with GRIP STICK.

Suggested retail price of GRIP STICK: $2.50/4 oz. bottle
Send: $2.00 for catalog.

244 Mercury Circle, Pomona, CA 91768

BMX PLUS!

You ré BnThemght rack Witt

Shoulder grips beau-
tifully in the turns

because there’s more
tread on the ground.

; ultra handling.

Triangular shape
means less contact
with the ground on
the straights.

A unique tread
design allows
smooth and
comfortable
riding with




SON-LITE RACING
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8TAR PRODUCTS B.M.XC

STAR.
BARS
&

Mail Order

STAR PRODUCTS BM.X,
P.O. Box BH.

Garden Grove, CA 92642-5023

(714) 531-4064

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED
Send $1.00 for stickers & price list.

TURBO HUBS

“The Shape of Things to Come”
® TITANIUM AXLES
o SOLID ALLOY CONSTRUCTION
© PRECISION BEARINGS
© POLISHED FINISH

Absolutely Bullet-Proof!

These Hubs are Constructed of
High Quality 6061-T6 Aluminum, the
Axles are BAL-4V Titanium.

Sun-Lite Uses the Strictest Quality
Control Measures to Insure Only the
Highest Quality Hubs for the Best Per-
formance Possible in Your Next Race.

SON-LITE RACING PRODUCTS
15561 Computer Lane Suite E
Huntington Beach, CA 92649

714/897-3298
Dealer Inquiries Invited
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Quality crafted accessories made
from the finest polyethylene tube & nylon
materials. Light, durable, attractive.

N

; ‘\L/‘ 7
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VISCOUNT INDUSTRIES CO0., LTD.

P.0.BOX 21-91 TAIPEI -TAIWAN

TLX. 31360 VISCOUNT
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PRODUCT OVERVIEW: IN SEARCH OF PEDALS FOR

By Craig Kundig
Photos by Dean Bradley

It's been almost two years since we
tested pedals in our magazine, in
our February 1981 edition. At that
time we took a look at State of the
Art Pedals. Those hot designs
featured light alloy bodies, alloy
cages, chrome-moly axles and
sealed bearings. However, none of
those pedals will be in this article.
It's not because they aren't still
considered trick, but because there
is a bold, new trend in pedals with
designs specifically aimed at the
older riders. Until now, pedals just
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never seemed to work well for
riders who wore size 12 “gun
boats”—there just wasn't enough
surface area. This left a lot of big
boys using the old black KKT
originals—the largest of the old
school. So a pedal for the big boys
was actually long overdue. Recently
nine companies have come to offer
pedals designed for medium to
large feet. Each of these nine
pedals takes a different approach to
the problems and requirements of
the larger rider. As a matter of fact,
through design, they may have
found more answers than there
were problems.

Along with a look at the design of
each pedal, we will give you a brief

THE DIGFOOI.

interpretation of the pedal’s feel.
They were ridden by a senior
cruiser rider in his size 8-1/2's, by a
seventeen expert in his size 10-
1/2's, and finally by me in a pair of
9-1/2's. Each of us wore a different
brand of popular BMX shoe during
our riding session. In addition to
the pedals’ weights in grams and
ounces, we'll give you an idea of
the size of each pedal, by listing the
number of square inches each
pedal offers for your foot to sit on.
Remember this is not the total area
your foot contacts, but instead it is
the area inside the perimeter of the
pedal. So with no further ado let's
set off in search of Bigfoot pedals.
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ACS

The ACS pedals we tested were
prototypes. Their bodies were
greatly influenced by the Shimano
DX in that they incorporated a
similar design. The ACS relies on
pressed-in pins and a concave
design to keep your foot where it
belongs. The big difference
between this cast-aluminum-body
pedal and the DX is that the front of
the pedals angles away from the
bike. If you put your feet on the
pedals at this angle, you will be
riding duck-footed. The spindle that
will be used in production will be
chrome-moly and available in both
1/2” and 9/16”. It will ride on a
loose bearing set-up similar to the
DX. The ACS will be available in
silver, gold, blue, red, and black.
The weight on our prototypes was
22.31 ounces (632.5 grams) a pair.
The weight of the final product
should be close to that. The ACS is
3.15" wide and 4.18" in length,
giving it a total area of 18.17 square
inches, the largest of all the pedals.
the cost of ACS pedals will be
around $13.

Although two of the testers ride
pigeon-toed rather than duck-
footed, we all liked the pedal. It has
all the same positive feeling of the
Shimano DX, and that alone should
make it sell well.

13.17 square inches

Hutch Bear Trap

The Hutch Bear Trap pedal is not a
member of the platform group. It
has a cast-aluminum body with a
bolt-on chrome-plated steel cage.
The jaws on the cage are as sharp
as a bear trap—they literally dig
into your shoe. Four Allen bolts
hold the cage onto the body. The
four fingers that branch out from
the spindle to the cage sit up high
to add extra contact for your shoe.
The large round cage gives the
pedal 11.9 square inches of pedal
area. The spindles are chrome-moly
and available in both 1/2" and 9/16"
sizes and turn on sealed bearings
held in by an Allen screw. They are
available in chrome only. A pair
weighs in at 14.53 ounces (412
grams). Cost is around $90.

When you put your feet on these
pedals, you can feel the cage teeth
through your soles. The feeling is
definitely positive. Trying to
readjust your foot while riding is
next to impossible. You aren't likely
to slip these pedals, but if you do
your shins will pay dearly. Your
foot sticks so well you can almost
pull up as you pedal if you point
your toe down. Its biggest
disadvantage is its price.

SunTour Bear Claw

The SunTour pedal was obviously
influenced by the Hutch. The body
is cast aluminum. Four fingers

Hutch Bear Trap
11.90 square inches
14.53 ounces 6412 grams)
Around $90.0

Profile branch out to hold on to the cage.
The Profile Pedal is a platform Profile Eight teeth per side are cast into
pedal. Instead of copying the 10.90 square inches . the fingers for extra grip. The arms
Shimano design, Profile chose a 19.40 ounces (55i1 rams) with are tied together at the outside
horseshoe design. The body is flat g?;%’:g’&%%g%&‘ = edges by braces that are part of the

with no concave to it and has steel
pins in the rugged cast body. The
model we tested had a chrome-
moly spindle, however; a titanium
axle will soon be available at a
slightly higher cost. Both 1/2" and
9/16" spindles are available for the
unit which turns on sealed
bearings. The pedals are available
in silver and black. The pair weigh
in at 19.4 ounces (551 grams). The
horseshoe shape offers 10.9 square
inches of pedal area.

When riding the Profiles, the pins
can actually be felt through your
shoes. However we ofund that the
horseshoe design did not really feel
as secure and offer the traction fo
the parallelogram-design pedals.
They feel more like a pair of the old
long KKT’s. One of the strongest
features we found was its ability to
clear ground when pedaling
through corners.

(Another small foot note: Profile
will also be introducing a mini
horseshoe very soon for younger
racers. Keep your eyes and ears
open. It should be out in early '83.)
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cast. These are very important
because they will keep the fingers
from breaking when you fall on the
end of the cage. SunTour’s
horseshoe-shaped alloy cage is
held on by six Allen screws, and
while it features aggressive teeth,
they aren't as pronounced and
sharp as the Hutch’s. The body is
silver and the cages are available in
silver, gold, blue, red, and black.
Spindles are chrome-moly and
come in both 1/2" and 9/16” sizes.
The SunTour uses loose, fully
adjustable bearings and a soft
plastic seal to keep the crud out. It
offers 11.3 square inches of pedal
area. A pair weighs in at 15.24
ounces (432 grams). Cost on these
should be around $30.

Although the cage isn't as spikey
as the Hutch, the SunTour felt
good. The cage and body are
thinner, keeping your foot closer to
the spindle which helps eliminate
forward “roll-off.” It would only take
a little work on the rider’s part to
sharpen the cage for more traction
if he felt a need for it.

FEBRUARY 1983

Suntour Bear Claw
11.30 square inches

15.24 ounces 6432 grams)
Around $30.0
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MKS Grafight X

It is nearly impossible to describe
the unigue, some might say
“bizzare”, one-piece body design of
the MKS Grafight X pedal. It is
basically a platform pedal, cast
from molded graphite plastic.

Twenty-one little studs in three
different configurations are molded
in to hold your foot where it
belongs. The body is slightly
concave and slightly higher in the
rear.

They come in any color you
want as long as it's black. They use
chrome-moly spindles, available in
both sizes. The bearings are loose
and can be adjusted. The weight on
a pair is 15.08 ounces (427.5
grams). They will cost in the
neighborhood of $20. These pedals
measure 3.4"” wide and average 3.6”
long, giving them a pedal area of
12.24 square inches.

The MKS is pretty sticky
(meaning your foot is unlikely to
slip off) for a plastic pedal, though
not as sticky as the parallelogram
or spiked cage models. The large
body gives the rider plenty of foot
room, while the unique styling
make for one trick-looking pedal.

Skyway Tuff Pedal

The Skyway Pedal is unique among
these pedals because it contains no
bearings. Tight tolerances between
the chrome-moly spindle and
plastic body allow for this design.
Only a little grease separates these
two parts. The absence of bearings
keeps the body thin to help
eliminate ‘“roll-over.” When riding,
you would never guess that the
pedals have no bearings, the
pedaling-is so smooth.

Although used by a lot of loder
riders, the Skyway is even better
suited to the middle- and smaller-
sized riders because of its light
weight.

An aluminum cage available in
red, blue, gold, and silver bolts onto
the plastic body with four Allen
bolts. It is available in 9/16" and
1/2" spindles and, by simply
removing one bolt, they can be
cleaned and lubed to keep the
pedal running smoothly. The pedals
measure 4" by 2.5" (about the size
of the old long KKT), giving it a
total of 10 square inches of pedal
area. The pair weighs in at 10.94
ounces (310 grams). Cost is around
$25.
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MKS Grafight-X

12.24 square inches
15.08 ounces 6427.5 grams)
Around $20.0

Skyway Tuff

10.00 square inches
10.94 ounceséaw grams)

Aroun

d $25.01

KKT AMX
KKT has been making BMX pedals
as long as we can remember. The
new KKT AMX is a pedal for people
looking for platforms at a low price.
The design consists of a one-piece
aluminum platform body that is
slightly concave with eight molded-
in pins per side for grip. The pedals
feature loose bearings, and the
chrome-moly spindles are available
in both sizes and can be adjusted
to eliminate bearing play. The pedal
is available in red, blue, black, gold
and silver and measures 2.8” by
3.8" for a total of 10.6 square
inches of foot-parking area. The
cost is a mere $13. The pair weighs
in at 17.39 ounces (493 grams).
Although small by comparison to
the other platform pedals, the
KKT’s concave design offers good
traction while its smaller size makes
it a good choice for smaller riders.
The price makes it good for anyone
who is on a tight budget.

SR

The SR looks like a shrunk-down
KKT. Other than size, the two are
almost identical. The SR has an
aluminum body that is slightly
concave with ten pins (bowling,
anyone?) molded in for traction.
The spindles are chrome-moly, ride
on loose bearings, can be adjusted
if needed, and come in both thread
sizes. Colors available are red, gold,
blue, black, and silver. The SR
measures 3.75” by 2.5" for a total
pedal area of 9.38 square inches. A
pair weighs in at 14.45 ounces
(409.5 grams) and the cost is
around $14.

The SR feels similar to the KKT
only smaller. Though anyone could
use these pedals, smaller size and
lighter weight make them better
suited for the mid-sized BMX
crowd.
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KKT AMX
10.60 square inches

17.39 ounces 6493 grams)
Around $13.0

SR SP-468
9.38 square inches

14.45 ounces 6409.5 grams)
Around $14.0!
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Shimano DX

Shimano owns the claim to :
revolutionizing the BMX pedal i
design. The DX was the first so- : e

called “platform” model. Five of the

other eight pedals we tested were ¢ In.nd.va'tion, n [from L. innovatus, pp of innovare, to renew to mnovate ] 1. the act of |nnovatmg or effecnng a
directly influenced by the DX. : change in the established order; introduction of somethmg new. :
Instead of using a sharpened cage e : : ; Ses 5
to keep your foot on the pedal, ; R . iz _' % 3 :

Shimano counts on six pressed-in - We were pioneers with.. S T : HacTe

pins spaced around the outer edge
of the pedals plus three cast-in pins
across the center brace that houses
the spindle. The one-piece has a
cast aluminum body, and a
parallelogram shaped profile,
providing more room for your foot

All chrome BMX bikes, alumlnum chromed rims, machlne tumble polished frames and forks, absolule ultimate
chrome finish for 1983, exotic lightweight magnesium products, casual wear BMX dress clothes, the longest Pro
size chromoly frame, magnesium seat post clamps, chrome seat post clamps, chrome racing pedals, magnesium
head set lock, chrome and black bikes, chrome brake sets, chrome chalnwheels magnesmm hubs etc., etc.

T . 5 -

bl RS e When it comes to something new, HUTCH is ina class by -
SL’.?JLL"(#L‘:;gff!‘;);ﬁ';iii",ddl A IR itself. The future of BMX depends on the innovators! . -
concave (sunk down) in the middle 11.76 square inches i . S = e 2 ZE e : st : 3 2 i g

so your foot sits in rather than on
the pedal. It is almost impossible to
“roll” forward off of a pedal with
this design. The DX pedal is
available in red, blue, gold, and
silver. The pedals come in both 1/2"
and 9/16” sizes. The chrome-moly
spindle uses loose bearings that
can be adjusted if neccessary. A
special dirt seal keeps the bearings
clean at the threaded end. The
Shimanos are almost square,
measuring 3.45" by 3.41", giving the
pedal a total of 11.76 square inches
to rest your foot on. A pair of DX’s
weigh in at 15.24 ounces (545.5
grams). Cost is around $38.00.

Riding with the DX gives you a
feeling of security. Your feet are
automatically in the right spot. Your
feet don't slip around, yet it is easy
to adjust your foot position without
lifting your foot off the pedal. With
all these features plus its excellent
record for durability, it's easy to see
why it is one of the top favorites
among riders.

(Small foot note: A new Shimano
pedal called the SX is on the way. It
will be a scaled-down version of the
DX for smaller riders. The price will
also be reduced, to around $15.
Look for it around March, 1983.)

15.24 ounceséSdS .5 grams)
Around $38.0

Conclusion

So, after a lot of footwork, footnotes, and exclusive footage, there it is—nine
pedals aimed after the big foot market. Not one is exactly like another. If you are a
member of the crowd who can swim without flippers and pass up a rowboat, or if
you need toe clips just to ride down the street and not slip a pedal, chances are
your answer is probably in this article. So now that you've checked the specs, seen
the photos and picked your favorite—step on down to your local dealer and track i

down the ultimate pedal for your Bigfoot. Happy hunting. ' Hi- PERFORMANCE . - ;
] WRACING PRODUCTS 731 Swan Cove Lane, Pasadena Md. 21122 Ph.301-255-8586
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The Huffy—ABA Grand National

by John Ker

“This is the race | was waiting for
all year,” said Brian Patterson a few
minutes after the close of the 1982
ABA Grand National. He had just
completed a devastating pro triple
in the Fairgrounds Arena in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. The
triple win gave Patterson the title of
Number One Pro in the ABA and
earned him a new 1982 Pontiac
Trans Am, a lot of money, a one-
ounce Krugerrand, and a firm place
in BMX history.

Patterson’s wins of the special
“Pro Car” class, the AA Pro class,
and the Pro Open represented one
of the most convincing and yet
thoroughly unexpected dominations
of the pro class ever seen at a
major race, and Brian clearly
exulted in the glory of it. When his
friends and teammates hoisted him
to their shoulders after his final
victory Brian raised his arms in the
shape of a gigantic “V” and
welcomed the ensuing cheers. It
was a fitting close to the biggest
race in the history of bicycle
motocross.

A Break with Precedent
The 1982 ABA Grand National
represented a major break from
precedent for the American Bicycle
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Debbi Kalsow brought her CW magic to
Okiahoma to finish Natfonal Number One in
the girl’s standings with a fourth in the main.

Association. The time-honored
tradition of declaring the top
money-earner the Number One Pro
was thrown out the window this
year in favor of a new system that
would produce more of a final
showdown. Only the top 28 money
earners in the ABA were
considered, and, of those, only the
riders who had raced at least eight
of the twelve ABA nationals were
finally eligible for the special “Pro
Car” race to crown the ABA'’s
National Number One Pro.

Just twelve racers in the ABA pro
class met the dual criteria for
eligibility. They were divided into
two groups for three qualifying
motos. The first group was
comprised of Greg Hill, Brian
Patterson, Bob Medrano. Clarence
Perry, Bart McDaniel, and Steve
Shobert. The second group
included Stu Thomsen, Mike
Miranda, Brent Patterson, Tommy
Brackens, Greg Grubbs, and Dave
Christensen.

The first day of competition,
November 27, the two groups raced
three times each to narrow the field
to the final eight contenders. Brian
Patterson, who had come to the
race leading the pros in ABA
earnings with $3694, rode
flawlessly, taking all firsts. The big

Treacheroy, ~
S. Murd,
Negotlapyg | 6rous. Insanegy,
Iy ri
describad the ./ No Aculous,

“‘Moonwalke, atter how yoy,
°F Were anything s s’:;} WHOOP-dle-dioos,
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Clarence Perry came to the Grands with eight
1982 ABA national Pro Crulser wins to his
name—twice as many as everybody eise put
together. Would you believe he didn’t even
make the main here? That's how tough the
track and the comp were.

surprise was that the pre-race
favorite, Greg Hill, barely qualified.
His finishes of sixth, fourth, and
second were hardly exemplary,
despite the fact that he had only
entered this one special class so
that he could perform at his very
best.

Four of the twelve pros were
eliminated by the qualifying motos.
They were Dave Christensen (who
was racing with a painful knee
injury he sustained in the Gold Cup
Championship), Clarence Perry
(who was riding a borrowed bike
since he had neglected to bring his
own 20-incher, thinking that he
wasn't eligible for the Pro Car
class), Bob Medrano (who just had
an “off” day), and Mike Miranda
(who was stuck riding a borrowed
bike, since his own had been
stolen).

The final field was narrowed to
Brian Patterson, Stu Thomsen, Bart
McDaniel, Greg Hill, Steve Shobert,
Greg Grubbs, Tommy Brackens,
and Brent Patterson. The eight-man
main was to be run five times. The
best overall finisher would win the
ABA’s Number One Pro Plate for
the year, plus the gray 1982 Pontiac
Trans Am parked out in the
hallway.

Brian Patterson crashed and took
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Bart McDaniel won the Gold Cup on Friday,

sizzled In the Pro Car Qualifiers on Saturday,
then took a sixth overall in the Pro Car malns.
His new sponsor, RRS, was not disappointed.

a seventh in the first round, with
Tommy Brackens getting that win.
After that, Brian came back to win
the next three rounds, putting him
in the lead for the final battle with
the low total of 10 points. His
brother Brent came into the final
race with a total of 14 points,
holding down second place.
Grubbs and Brackens were tied for
third with 15 points. No one else
had a chance for the overall win:
McDaniel already had 18 points,
Shobert had 21, Hill had 24, and
Thomsen had 27.

The action had been hectic
getting to this point. Crashes were
commonplace on the extremely
difficult indoor track. Greg Hill had
crashed six times already. Stu and
Tommy had done nearly as badly.
Two of the first four Pro Car races
had to be restarted due to major
pile-ups before the first jump (the
first two times that had ever
happened in the Pro class,
according to ABA president Merl
Mennenga).

When the pros lined up for the
final drop of the gate Brian
Patterson seemed almost certain to
take it, even though the seventeen-
year-old high school senior from
Hayward, California, had only
turned pro the preceding February
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had score

Brian Burnside (32); cheesed
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Hanging bac

Garcla.

dible Derek

and was the youngest rider on the
starting gate.

Starter Spunk Hempstead
activated the electronic starting
gate. When the green light came
on, the gate dropped and the eight
pros lunged down the starting
ramp, a giant wooden structure
easily twelve feet high and twenty-
five feet long.

Ironically, it was Stu Thomsen
who took the initial lead (ironic
because Stu was in last place in the
overall rankings) with Brian next
behind him.

Brian chased Stuart down the
first straightaway, eventually
catching up and passing him in the
treacherous third straightaway over
the “Moonwalker” whoop-de-doos.
Stuart then put on a burst of speed
and passed Brian in the last
straightaway as they headed into
the special pro section that would
loop them back into the third
straightaway again. Even though
Brian only needed a fourth or better
for the overall win, and a crash
could have cost him the title, he
started to make a move to pass
Stuart again. Suddenly, from the
stands next to that turn, the
Patterson family started yelling at
Brian: “Slow down! Don't take a
chance!” He heeded their advice

piamond Back-

What do you get if you cross the Jumping
abllitles of Timmy Judge with the size of
Justin Roos? This! Derek Garcla—reciplent of
the first standing ovation we've ever seen at a
BMX race—and one Incredible rider.

and followed Stuart the rest of the
way to the finish. Once Brian
crossed the line he skidded to a
stop in the pro section and ran to
the top of the nearest jump and
raised his arms in jubilation.

The crowd screamed its approval.
Friends and fans cascaded over the
walls into the arena area and
mobbed Brian, shaking his hands,
hugging him, and finally hoisting
him to their shoulders to carry him
around the floor.

Brian Patterson’s domination of
the Pro classes was nearly total. He
had also entered and won both the
separate AA Pro class and the Pro
Open, racing every bit as skillfully
as he did in the special Pro Car
race. To our knowledge it was the
first time anybody ever won three
different pro classes at a major
race. In all, Brian won the Pro title,
the Trams Am, a special award of a
one ounce Krugerrand, and $1750.
Despite the intense competition at
the event, Brian managed to race
and win more heats in the
competition than anybody else ever
had at a major BMX race. With
three different classes entered,
Brian raced a total of 18 different
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Andy’s pro now, and Just as fast as ever.
Second in the A Pro bucks ciass (behind

Ma ) In his first ap Not bad, Mr.
Bigfoot.
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Final Battle for ABA Top
Pro

the final showdown for National
Number One Pro in the ABA. After
each rider's name are his finishes in
the different rounds of competition.

Listed below are the statistics on

HUFFY PRO CAR RESULTS

Pro Car Qualifiers (Saturday)
(Top 4 transfer to Main)

ROUND ROUND ROUND
ONE TWO THREE

Brian Patterson 1 180
Bart McDaniel 2
Steve Shobert 3
Greg Hill 5
Bob Medrano 4
Clarence Perry 6
(Top 4 transfer to main)
Brent Patterson 2
Greg Grubbs 3
Stu Thomsen 1
Tommy Brackens 4
6
5
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‘QUALIFIED FOR MAIN

Pro Car Main (Sunday)

FIRST SECOND  THIRD FOURTH  FIFTH RANKING
RUNNING RUNNING RUNNING RUNNING RUNNING FOR THE YEAR
Brian Patterson 7 1 1,3 il 2 12 1
Brent Patterson 3 5 2 4 3 17 2
Greg Grubbs 4 4 5 2 6 21 3
Tommy Brackens 1 3 4 7 T 22 4
Steve Shobert 8 2 8 3 4 25 5
Bart McDaniel 2 8 3 5 8 26 6
Stu Thomsen 6 6 7 8 il 28 7
Geg Hill 5 7 6 6 5 29 8

BMX PLUS!
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The Grand Natlonals, November 28, 1982. You can't miss the 12-foot-plus starting tower, buta
second Grands innovation was a speclal pros-only section tucked behind the second turn (far
right). The pros rode It after crossing the finish line the first time, then Jumped over the back of
the second turn and Into the third straightaway. Pro times were close fo fifty seconds on the
track.

- - 14 Expert 14 Novice 7-8 Open
Noveniber 27-28, 1982 = TimShere .~ Gasey DeShong —  Greg Grieshabetz
Okishoma Cily, Oklahoma Steve Gibson —— Dale Young - Sevan Baker

= Greg Liggins. Craig Turner David Lambert

Pro Carand National Standings Nick Gregory —~  Russ Reed Jason Bowhan

Brian Patterson..... 1982 Trans Am 13 Expert 13 Novice ~ @and Under Open

Brent Patterson . Steve Veltmian Terry Smather Mark Kotsau

Greg Grubbs ., Brian Schafield ric - Bullest

Tommy Bracke Mike Lynch - Oharles Lester - - Travis Younger

Steve Shobert | Doug Davis - Billy Forbis Steven Lord -

Bart McDaniel . 12 Expert 12 Novice - 26 and Over Cruiser
Jason Griggs Danny Gibson Scott Patterson
Lonaie Tatton Paul DePauro Dan Warrington

L Mike Hoodley Robert Polk Curt Tesch

Brian Paiterson ... S700 Leon Williams Chad Gubberly Ray Jones

Brent Patterson ... 500 Expert 11 Novice _ 15.25 Cruiser

Rog:Beckering . ... 300 Jason Jensen ~ . Jason Hancock 0.0, Leona®

Joe Baumert .., Eddie Sjegmtnd Mike Livert - Paul Gossrau

Joff Ruminer Jason Wharton David Clark: . {Troy Daniels

Steve Shobert . Mark McKinney. - Honda Berger . Cody Smart

Toby Henderson i 10 Expert. 10 Novice - 1314 Cruiser

Greg Grubbs _  TrevorPigot Adam Will Steve Gibson

Pro Open - Eugene Jones Chad Sider = - Mark Steimer

Brian Pattersan Jason Jordan Johnny Aoney —  Jason White

Stu Thomsen Buft Derek Tim Delke - Donny Graves

John Piant .. 9 Expert 8 Novice 12 and Under Cruiser

Ron Andersan. Jason Christy” Tim Grier — Danny Steplight

Rod Beckering Seott Wilding | Mike Meyer Cherl Elliott

John Crews Duke Durbin Bruce Jewell Ronple Rioux

‘Andy Patterson i Geoff Scotield * Dewitt Eudale .~ 'Ray Obolawicz

Tom Brackens. i e 8 Expert i 8 Novice = 15 and Over Girls
/A Pro Money Ryan Fien Jaft Rohm _ Jennie Zeuner
Dave Marietti . . 700 Jason Bowman John Shock. Kim Johnson
Andy Patterson 400 Roger Mocre Jon McGee - Wendy Edman
Brian Paseal 350 David Lambert Vaughn Kerkhoff Stephanie Allison
Fred Hightows 250 7 Expert —— 7 Novice _ 13-14 Girds
Soott Fifield . 200 Jason Foxe Derek Smith Yolanda Williams
Jait Sanders .. . 150 Brit Audsoud - Robert O'Brien . Michelle Laurent
ANGE! GAMIDATIO L4« v uaavpr s 100 Robert Haffner - Kevin Good - Lisa Vonderake
Todd Huffman ..., 50 Tod Tompkins . John Moor - 11-12 Girls.

Pro Cruiser = 8 Expert ~ 6 Novice . Cheri Elliott
Brent Patterson . Jhson Donnelts - Tim Moscardi: Julie Lindsay
Jeff Botterna .., Mark Kotsay - Casey Stranton Marny Camerow
Tinker duarez ., Scatt'Greg. | Kevin Knight Peg O'Parka
Toby Henderson .. - 100 CabeElls Donnie Shook -9-10 Girls

Kevin McCarthy = 5 and Under 15 and Over Open-  Lisa Terry.

Ron Anderson - Brian Bowman paul Gossrau Kellie Williams
Joe Stam = Billy Beard Don Johle Nicole Collins
Mat Harris = Kevin Bradley Gary Ells | | Wendy Sue Winter
17 Expert - Trent Pearson . Gody Smart, = 7-8 Girls.

D.0, Leone” = 17 Novice 113-14 Open ~ Kelly Merryman
Nelson Chanady. - Terry/Seeman = . -~ Michael Felts” . Jesse Labbon

| Tim Judge - Matt Konopisos - | Rusty Cable - Shalla Shalton
Troy Lembke Matt White, Robert Eisenberg~ Alana Hancock:

" 16 Expert = Ken Kuhn — Dan Penny. - 6 and Under Girls
Rich Farside 16 Novice 11-12 Qpen = Tenille Schwartz
Pete Loncarevich = Jeftrey Wiliis Mark Perez” Wendy Fujinaka

ary Elfis David Crow ~ DannySteplight — Danielle Couch
Cody Smart Doug Van Viiet Larson Manvelito Michelle Rossie
15 Expert - Eddie Torres Lonnie Tatton *Trophy Dash Winner
Richis Anderson - 15Novice .~ 9-10 Open = -
Jason Patterson - James Mock Brent Romero -
John Sandberg Mark Thomas -~ Spencer Sharp
Bubba Hayes: i Scott Johnson -~ - - Kevin Keller - -

e - David Livich Mucho Jones.
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times against the other top pros in
the sport, winning 15 of those
matches. It was possibly the most
impressive pro performance ever at
a BMX race. The only major pro
class Brian Patterson didn't enter
was the Pro Cruiser event. And his
brother Brent won that one. What's
more, Brent took second in both
the Pro Car battle (and
consequently took the National
Number Two Pro Plate) and in the
AA Pro class. It was altogether an
extraordinary domination of the pro
competition by the Brothers |
Patterson.

Another Patterson

The A Pro Money class saw the
professional debut of Andy
Patterson (no relation to Brian and
Brent). Andy took second in the
main behind Dave Marietti. Andy's
racing was impressive, to say the
least. His second place perform-
ance netted him $400, while
Marietti's win earned a remarkable
$700. As a matter of fact, the A Pro '
purse of $2200 was greater than
that of the Open Pro class ($2000)
and, at least initially, greater than
that of the AA purse as well.

It was not until after the race was
over and the racers had gone home
that Brent and Brian Patterson
realized that the ABA had only paid
out a $2000 AA purse, even though
they had advertised a $3000 payout
for that class. BMX Plus! brought
the matter to the attention of ABA
president Merl Mennenga, who
explained that it was an oversight

The NBL's Natlon
make It two-for-tw!
Stu, but a Nationa
time, big guy-
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on their part. Mr. Menenga said he
would send checks to the pros in
question in order to bring the total
award moneys up to the advertised
levels.

Veltman’s Unprecedented
Double -

For much of the year, 13 Expert
Steve Veltman had led the ABA
national point standings in both the
Amateur and Cruiser classes. In the
last few months he had slipped to
third place in the Cruiser division,
but still held the lead in the
Amateur division with a 96-point
edge over 14 Expert Chris Torres,
and a 98-point edge over 9 Expert
Geoff Scofield.

That kind of lead was not very
significant, however. Double
national points here meant 240
points for a win (200 for a second,
160 for a third, and so on) plus
double rider-count points. With 149
riders in the 14 Expert class, Chris
Torres stood to earn 298 (2 x 149)
points if he could make the main,
plus an extra 240 if he could win it.
Scofield was in a position to gain a
total of 398 points with a win in the
79-man 9 Expert class. On the other
hand, Veltman would earn 518
points if he could win the 13 Expert
class.

Chris Torres was first to fail.
Maybe it was the problem of
adjusting to a strange bike (his had
also been stolen earlier in the
weekend); but, whatever, he
crashed in his third moto and failed
to qualify.

al Number One Pro trled to
o In Oklahoma. Nice llry,
| Number 7 for you this

Veltman'’s next biggest 20-inch
threat, Geoff Scofield, ran into
problems in the 9 Expert main.
Torker's Jason Christy matched
Scofield’s power right from the
start. The two mini-titans battled for
the advantage, side-by-side, all the
way to the second turn. There
Scofield overcooked it and his bike
slid out from under him. His
resulting fourth-place finish
virtually guaranteed Veltman’s
Number One Plate in the amateur
division.

When Steve Veltman balanced on
his pedals for the start of the 13
Expert main, he stood in an
enviable position. According to
unofficial calcualtions all he had to
do was ride around the track to win
the Number One Plate. Instead, he
ripped off the line with the holeshot
and held the lead all the way to the
finish. It was a fitting end to the
amateur points race.

The Cruiser Title

The National Number One Cruiser
Plate came to Steve in a different
way. Two riders were leading
Veltman in points. The first was
Robert Fehd. Next in line was
Clarence Perry.

Fehd's chances faded first. He
was fighting the flu when he came
to Oklahoma, but he wasn't going
to give up a chance to race. He
qualified Saturday in his first moto
of the 15-25 Cruiser class.

Sunday afternoon Rabert got his
second chance to race, this time in
the quarter semis. From this round

Twice ABA National Number One (1979, 1980), fifteen-year-old Richie Anderson (7) has won his
expert class every time he’s raced the ABA Grands ('78, '79, '80, '82). Consistency? Richie wrote

the book! But for style, check out Number 15. Oh, yeah!
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was only 0
There erson at

only three riders would advance.
Fehd took the lead with cruiser-
newcomer Paul Gossrau. The two
rode side-by-side into the first turn,
where disaster struck for Fehd. In
taking the big drop-off, Fehd's front
end washed out on landing and he
crashed. He got back up and
started making a desperate move to
qualify. By the last turn he was in
fourth. He dove to the inside to
pass, slid out, and crashed again.
After that, his only chance for the
Cruiser Plate hinged on Clarence
Perry and Steve Veltman both
choking.

Clarence Perry advanced steadily
through the gualifiers in the Pro
Cruiser class. With Fehd gone, all
he had to do was make the main to
get a shot at the Number One
Cruiser Plate.

The Pro Cruiser semi was crucial.
Clarence didn’t need a win here. A
fourth would do it, and that's what
Clarence ha almost all the way
around the track. Almost. In the last
turn Kevin McCarthy swooped “The
Earthquake” and Clarence was left
dreaming of what might have been.
He hadn’t qualified for the main.

In the end it was Steve Veltman
who had the last shot at overtaking
Fehd's lead. Steve made it to the
semis, then to the main. He wasn't
sure what he needed to win the
plate, but he knew he needed
something. As it turned out, sixth
place in the main was all he needed
and precisely what he got. Veltman
edged into first place for the final
Cruiser standings with Fehd ending
up second and Clarence Perry
third.
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The Girls’ Title

The battle for National Number One
in the girls’ classes came down to
Debra Kalsow (601 points, coming
into the event), Yolanda Williams
(513 points), and Lisa Terry (483
points). With “Yo-Yo" and Debbi
both in the 13-14 Girls’ class, the
decisive race would be a head-to-
head match. All three girls made
their mains.

Lisa Terry won the 9-10 Girls'
main first, as expected. That made
the Kalsow/Williams race even
more important, because it was still
possible for Lisa to win the plate if
both Debbi and Yo-Yo did poorly.

When the gate fell, it was Yolanda
who took the lead. Debbi was
fighting to catch up down the first
straight when she crashed taking
the first jump. She got back up as
quickly as she could, knowing that
if she could finish third the plate
would still be hers. Debbi struggled
to fight her way back up through
the pack, but wasn't quite able to
move up to the crucial third place,
finishing fourth instead. Yolanda
won the race, and with it, the
National Number One Plate in the
girls’ division.

Leone Triples, Almost
Quadruples

In addition the the winning of
National Number Plates for the year
there was the usual excitement of
any big race. The competition, even
if judged solely by the numbers,
was almost certainly the heaviest
ever seen at any BMX race. There
were 443 motos, over 3000 sign-
ups, all the usual BMX superstars,

and some new faces as well.

The key amateur race was the 17
and Over Experts. This time it
highlighted the talents of a rider
who, though still new on the scene
nationally, gives every indication of
being one of the hottest riders to
ever emerge in this sport. To make
even one main at this race was an
awesome feat, but one rider, D.D.
Leone, almost scored a quadruple!
Leone racked up wins in both the
17 Expert class and the 15-25
Cruiser class, took seventh in the
15 and Over Open, and won the 15
and Over Trophy Dash.

In the 17 Expert main, Leone
holeshotted the start, just barely
edging out Nelson Chanady into
the first turn. From then on there
was no touching him. Even Mike
Poulson and Eddy King (who took
sixth and seventh) didn’t have a
chance. Chanady took second; Tim
Judge got third; Troy Lembke,
fourth; and a very impressive Fred
Johnson finished fifth.

Yet Another Star Is Born
The Grand Nationals are a great
place to get discovered if you're
trying to find a sponsor. The only
problem is that there are literally
thousands of other riders trying to
do the same thing and it's hard to
get noticed.

Derek Garcia was an exception. A
ten-year-old unsponsored rider,
Derek came to the Grands from
California hoping to win a trophy. A
regular at the Pipeline Skatepark in
“the Badlands,” he had only been
racing two years, but worked out
regularly on a trick ramp in his
driveway. In spite of being very
small for his age and having
asthma, too, he had developed into
a good racer, even winning the 10
Expert class at the ABA’'s Great
Pumpkin Race in October.

Derek had never won a national,
but from the first time he took a
jump in Oklahoma, the crowd
noticed this little kid in his
camouflage outfit. The boy didn't
just jump, he soared. He took the
whoop-de-doos two at a time when
even the pros were having a hard
time with them. The few times
bigger riders got better starts, he'd
set them up for passes, soaring
over their heads off the jumps,
passing on the inside or outside of
turns, and sailing over them on the
whoop-de-doos while doing
outrageous cross-ups at the same
time. The crowd loved it and
showed it.

It was the sort of performance
that had to be seen to be believed.
By the fourth time he raced,
potential sponsors were already
talking about trying to sign him up
for their factory teams. When he
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won his quarter-main in the 10
Expert class, having passed his
fellow riders with every aerial move
except a loop-the-loop the crowd
went crazy. Men, women, and kids
jumped to their feet to applaud. The
whole audience was cheering him.
Denny Griffiths (the editor of the
ABA's Bicycles and Dirt Magazine)
and | later agreed that it was the
first time either of us could ever
remember anybody receiving a
standing ovation at a race.

By the time Derek’s 10 Expert
semi-came up, the entire place
knew who he was. The crowd was
going wild cheering him as he
raced around the track trying to
qualify for the main. Derek was in
the front of the group sailing over
the “Moonwalker” whoop-de-doos
when another rider behind him got
launched off course and into
Derek’s back wheel. Derek crashed
into the fourth and last whoop,
raising a large collective groan from
the audience. The crash kept Derek
out of the main but the crowd still
gave him a huge round of applause
as the little guy walked across the
finish line with his bike.

Despite the fact that Derek didn't
make the main, he had managed to
make an incredible impression on

Brian Patterson (5) took control of the Pro
compeiftion and relused fo let go, taking an
unprecedented pro triple and the title ABA
National Number One Pro of 1982.

everyone who had seen him. Red
Line, Raleigh, Murray, JAG, SE
Racing, and Skyway all offered
sponsorships to young Garcia. (At
this time he hasn’t yet signed a deal
with anybody. He and his father are
still weighing offers.{
Mlsce?Ianeous tems of
Interest

What's in a name? Plenty. Six
different classes at the Grand
Nationals were won by riders
named Jason: Jason Donnell took
the 6 Expert; Jason Foxe won 7
Expert; Jason Christy got the 9
Experts; Jason Hancock won the 11
Novice class; Jason Jensen took
the 11 Expert win; and Jason
Griggs took the 12 Expert class.

Of course, being named Jason
wasn't quite a guarantee of
success. After all, Jason Wharton
was leading the 11 Expert main
right up to the final turn when
Jason Jensen managed to swoop
him for the win. Oh well, what’s a
kid to do? .

The Notorious Bike

hieves
As you might have noticed in
reading this story, bike thievery was
a major problem at the race,
probably due to the extensive
promotion of the race. While some

sources estimated that as many as
thirty bikes may have been stolen
from the arena, only eleven reports
were filed with the city police,
according to Detective Larry Deeds
of the Oklahoma City Police
Department. Even though two bikes
were found by the police, those
hadn't been reported as missing.
Six local boys were found riding
bikes that the police suspected had
been stolen at the race. However,
since none of those bikes had been
reported lost, the suspected thieves
got to keep them. (Anyone wishing
to file a report of a stolen bike
should contact Detective Deeds at
the Oklahoma City Police
Department. The phone number is
‘;’05)232—531 1, extension 371.)
hat’'s Next?
There has never been a more
exciting or bigger BMX race than
this one. That raises the question:
What's next?

Well, BMX seems to be growing
faster than ever before, so the
Grands will probably be even
bigger next year. Will Brian retain
his title? Will Veltman? Will people
bring locks and chains? Who
knows?

Only one thing is sure; it will be a
race you won't want to miss.




SEALED BOTTOM BRACKETS
you can trust to give
rugged construction, total
convenience, and tough reliability for
your one-piece cranks.
Fits all one-piece cranks (24 and 28)
and flights.

HADLEY

683 GENEVA
CLAREMONT GA 91711
(714) 621-9733

\\
»KKT RMX STICK’EM
ON YOUR FEET

1. SIXTEEN D-CUT PEGS CLING TO YOUR FEET
2. WEDGED SHAPED RIDGES CHECK OUTSIDE SLIPPAGE
3. CONCAVE SHAPES FIT THE BALLS OF YOUR FEET
4. CHROMOLY SPINDLES COME IN BOTH 1/2” & 9/16” SIZES

KKT’s new AMX pedals are designed really stick to your feet.
Made of cast alloy, AMX keeps your feet where they count
the most on the pedals.

Available with a chrome plated finish, or in black, blue, red
and gold. Stick’em with KKT’s AMX pedals.

KKT-AMX

Another fine product from T QG A Motocross

For more TIOGA INF  CENTER
please contact: p.0. Box 571, Kobe Port, Kobe, 651-01, Japan.
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RAD
STICKERS

BRAND NEW STICKER PACKS with
the latest RAD STICKERS. 10 of the
15 stickers in the Regular Rad Pack
are die-cut stickers. In the Jumbo
Pack there are stickers up to a foot
long. Each pack is $4.50 or you can
save 75¢ by buying both for only
$8.25. (Add 50¢ for shipping on US
orders and $1.00 for all foreign
orders).

R mano T
ETTTny  somen  MOTQ 0L

ia

o= NS OACLEY |

REGULAR PACK $4.50

Oakley (small).
Oakley (large)
Redline ...
BMX Plus (license)
Haro (red) ..
BMX Plus (hlg)
Premier .
Torker (red
Hot Plate .
Fox

BMX Plus. Ued) i
Haro (blue) .

Moto Fox .
Torker (blue) .

Kuwahara .
Kuwahara (K!

JUMBO PACK $4.50
All Jumbo Pack Stickers are “D”

If you would like to order individual
'stickers, it's easy!

“A” Stickers
“B” Stickers ..
“C” Stickers ..
“D” Stickers
Effective: May 1, 1982
Circle the stickers you want and
enclose a check or money order (US
Currency only) for the full amount,
don't forget the 50¢ shipping charge
($1.00 for foreign orders), and send it
to:

RAD STICKERS
P.O. BOX 6081
Torrance, CA 90504

(we'll Ily to gsI you the colors you want, but can't
of equal or

greater e necessary on the sticker packs)

BMX PLUS!

The best
engineers in .
America have

evel oped the
%est chain lube

you can use.

Cha'm

(© 1983 BULLSHOT SYSTEMS

ANYONE CAN:!

(BARRY'S BIKE Shop)

LARGE SELECTION OF BEACH CRUISERS

BMX BIKES: Redline, Mangoose, MCS
Vans, Pro:Neck, Hot Plates, Shimano,
Thruster, SE, Djamond Back, Torker
s Super Jump, Haro, Cook Bras.,, CYC

Send $1.00 for catalog and
sticker pack

SEE THE ALL-NEW MCS MINI SPIDER. THE
KUWAHARA AND THE MOOSEGOOSE !

(305) 772-4909

Anyone can subscribe to

BMX PLUS! for just $9.95 a year and
get the best race coverage, tests,
and photos of any BMX magazine.
Send your subscription to:

BMX PLUS!, P.O. Box 18827,

tnn N. DIXIE HWY., FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 3333 Irvine, California 92714

INTRODUCING THE OAKI.E¥SF-I:

THE FIRST GRIPWITH

Inside, Unobtainium 60 sticks
to the handlebars like a vice.

Unobtainium 60 is also very
tough, so you won't see your
handlebar ends poking through
Jor a long time.

Suggested retail price of Oniley F-1 Grip Sy stem: $10,
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The outer grip surface is held
wn place by a system of inter-
locking raised treads and holes.

Outside, Unobtainium 49
provides maximum adhesion
for gloves or hands.

é -
‘ ’ I F-1's come in five inner/

. o ~ outer color combinations for
BMX: blue/yellow. Blue/ blue.

The recessed octopus tread Red/yellow. Black/yellow.

pattern has excellent surface  Apnd the Stu Thomsen model,

edge area for maxtmum it
straight- back and lateral trac- J—
tion. And it's very comfortable.

Almost an unfar advantage.

pait: Send S10 for new Oskley “Almast an unfair advantage” embu

ticker pack 1o Oukley, 23085 Terra Drive. Laguna Hills, CA 92653
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They used to call him “King James” at the now defunct Action Now Magazine. Jim
Cassimus was the reigning monarch of a staff of similarly youthful and talented “boy
wonders” of action photography.

Jim Cassimus got his start in photography in late 75 in his senior year at San Pedro
High School. Soon he was selling photos regularly to Skateboarder Magazine. By late
'76 he was a staff photographer of that magazine, becoming Photo Editor two years
later. When interest in skateboarding waned, Skateboarder became Action Now
Magazine and Jim Cassimus learned to expand his horizons to include many diverse
subjects, including BMX. A growing friendship with freestylist Bob Haro gave Jim
plenty of opportunity for photographing the two-wheeled art form.

When Action Now Magazine stopped publishing around the beginning of 1981, Jim
accepted an offer to join BMX Plus as a Contributing Photographer. He now divides his
time between BMX Plus and his other commitments, one of which is serving as Photo
Editor at Sailboarder Magazine.
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E CakbiminHiciaktad ths UshoF svaliabis-light
trobe-at-dusk, action photo In his

work with Skaleboarder Magazine. Mike

Pouison drove In from Las Vegas last winter

for this sesslon.
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In addition to the afore-mentioned publications, Jim’s photos have
People, Newsweek, Us, Surfer, Surfing, Powder, Outside, and Califor
did all the photography for Bob Haro’s Freestyle Moves and shot the cove ;
on the new wave band The Plasmatics. He was recently hired by Nikon to help
illustrate a section on strobe techniques in action photography for an upcomlng
Nikon brochure.

Jim Cassimus will be twenty-five years old this February 10. Happy Birthday, Jame

Andy Patterson at White Berms In West
Covina. The only problem with having Jim
shoot for us Is trying to choose one best shot.

Kevin McNeal. Full power berm attack at
Corona.
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'Shape
of BMX

{Stems

| to Come

S

You will see TIOGA s AX-3
Handlebar Stem soon in the
winner’s circle.

Many a Top Pro’s good name is
on the line in every moto and
TIOGA is always out in front for
this reason.

TIOGA s fine reputation rides on
every AX-3 BMX Stem.

The AX-3’s streamline shape and
strong construction of forged
light alloy head, chromoly shaft
and light alloy wedge make it a
great component to add to your
BMX machine.

A truly competitive rider can’t
afford to sit around when an
excellent product comes up.
So go out now and get “The
Shape of BMX Stems to Come””
by TIOGA.

TIOGA

X3

For more information please contact
SHIMAND AMERICAN CORPORATION
9259 San Fernando Road.Sun Valley, GA91352
Out Side of the United States please contact:

TIOGA INFORMATION CENTER

P.0. Box 571, Kobe Port, Kobe, 661-01, Japan

BOB MORALES ENTERPRISES

Send $1.00 for catalog and stickers to BME Racing
P.O. Box 2339, Cypress, Ca. 90630 (714) 521 1600

STICK-EM UP BAZ=— .

PRISM RUB-ON REGULAR
STICKERS STICKERS STICKERS

.50¢ Each .75¢ Each

r(g‘,“

mnoow\lso

5 E{
(@)
FACTORY

Jemx Team —BT)G HUTCH
[ ChroMmow ]

1 A 1 Sticker
00 1T N THE DT Bivix@ °"ov*
Surm_u PIROE e 2 Die cut

E @sumano
— = mOTO\/Fox 3 Stickers for $3.00

¥ BUMPER STICKERS * [ .80

$1. 00 Each

.70¢ Each
T = im.', 1 Black-Red-White
IN THE.. i A9 L— !
—[i_mmmr =

LEAACER s 80

2” PRISM
BUTTONS

REO Spesdwsgon Stickers
The Who
a with

YOUR NAME!

Catalogs also available-Motorcycle-$2. BMX-$2. Auto-$2. or all 3 for only $5.

List what you want. stic“ 'm 1642 Holmes St.

Price each Item....... Livermore, CA 94550 - u 198! T er\ riceid ub
Send list and Total Amount to Dept. L ‘ = PEP'Tnjaﬁ S‘rj‘e’D Jmu
15‘ OP S‘PERTROPH 2 v
BMX PLUS! 1 pENT

a‘“’|r s



« GRAB ON « HUTCH « BILL WALTERS - SE « DURA ACE « JT

MAIL ORDER HEADQUARTERS
FOR THE SERIOUS RACER

BMX IS OUR ONLY BUSINESS

Check Out Our Huge Inventory ("
of BMX Products. It Assures You of i

SUPER FAST MAIL ORDER DELIVERY &

Cleaner-

©) 1983 BULLSHOT SYSTEMS

TO ORDER YOUR
Complete BMX Catalog

containing weights and measurements of
most BMX products, send $1.00 along with
name and address. Your $1.00 refundable
with first order of $10.00 or more

WOODEN WHEELS RACING

274 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711

(302) 368-Bike Super Bearing

Grease:
“Looks that turn heads and performance that
corners the market.” Impeccable Credentials

(BMX Plus Magazine, July 1982) Joe Clavea U  RRS/Suntour

M
« OAKLEY « MONGOOSE « SUNTOUR « VANS « REGINA « MCS

POWERLITE « CAMPAGNOLO « BELL - PHIL WOOD - TUFF WHEEL
* 3A3S77N8 ° OHd 3T0AD * 3NIT Q3H - HILSNHHL - ¥OIN-OHd *

Builders of the first
24" Racing Cruiser

1981 ABA National #1 Cruiser
Co-sponsors: Haro, A'ME, Gear, Vans, Pro-Tec
For more information about Co-

Sponsorships or our products, send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

All RRS 20 and 24-inch frames feature full 4130 chromoly RRS
construction, cantilever brakes, and eccentric bottom 9631 Magnolia,
bracket. Now available in small or sealed-bearing large Riverside, CA, 92503
bottom brackets. (714) 689-6133.
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VT ANGWER ALL VER
QUESTIONS ABOUT BMX
GEAR, NEW PRODUCTS,
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/ AND TLL DO T ALL
FOR. ONLY $103Z
A MONTH, PLUS EYPENSES!

MY SCHOOL WILL HELP
EDUCATE You ON THE
LATEST RIPING TECH-$
NIQUES, BIKE TESTS \v
NEW COMPONENTS,

J

RADICAL RICK APPEARS EVERY MONTH INBNMX FLUISH

" What you get is radicall Just $#6ill bring BMX Plus! to your
door every month for a year. Find out who is winning, who is
losing, and whatthey areriding. Don't miss asingleissue. Send
a check or money order for $36to: s %
BMX Plus! Magazine g2
1760 Kaiser Avenue w ONL\/

Irvine, California 92714/\p

4 Name

Address

City, State, Zip

MasterCharge
Card #

Visa____Expiration Date

Signature
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JAG BMX Midi Set
What's not mini, but not maxi
either? A hot new Midi JAG frame
and forkset, of course. It's designed
to be bigger than small, yet smaller
than big—just perfect for mid-sized
folk from about 8 to 12 years of
age. The unique Midi design is tried
and true by JAGman Jason Jensen,
who recently rode one to an NBL
Number One Plate for 1982. Both
frame and fork are 100% chrome-
moly, and feature 7/8-inch diameter
legs on the forks; 1-inch diameter
top and down tubes, unique rear
dropouts, and a European bottom
bracket on the frame; and beautiful
chrome finish and soulful JAG
graphics on both.

The Midi's frame weight of 3
pounds, 3 ounces and fork weight
of 1 pound, 5.ounces put it in the
lightweight class, while JAG BMX's
unconditional guarantee against
defects in materials and work-
manship make it a heavyweight
contender. So, if you're tired of
finishing middle of the pack, try a
new JAG BMX Midi and get rad to
the max with a mini effort. For
maximum additional info on JAG
products with a minimum of hassle,
circle number 142 on our Reader
Service Card or contact:

JAG BMX

31368 Via Colinas, Suite 108
Westlake Village, CA 91362
(213) 707-0422

Mongoose Pro Class
Wheels

Hutch Hubs

Leave it to Hutch in a clutch to
come up with the claimed “lightest
BMX hubs in the world.” Available
in polished or black ultra-light
magnesium, these hubs feature
featherly titanium axles, sealed
bearings, and an exclusive “Axle
Lock™ bearing spacer, which
virtually eliminates dreaded bearing
bind and drag.

When you bolt these babies on
your bike, they'll not only be the
center of your wheels but the
center of attention in the pits,
around the track, and on the street.
Yes, they're light, bright, and priced
right from those high-rollin’
innovators at Hutch. For any further
info, circle number 30 on our
Reader Service Card or contact:

Hutch

731 Swan Cove Lane
Pasadena, MD 21122
(301) 255-8586

IRC Z-1 Tire

Gobs and gobs of knobs. That's
what IRC's new Z-1 tire is all about.
Now those knobs may be really
square, but not those guys at IRC
who have been bicycle-tire
innovators for well over 60 years. In
fact, they know what it takes to kick
sand in their competitors’ faces:
super-strong, lightweight skinwall
construction, and scientifically
designed wrap-around tread pattern
which protects those skin sides and
reduces chances of traction loss
through laid-over cornering.

So, if you want to be a BMOC
and ride BMX WFO, use your |1Q
like E.T. and PDQ you’ll figure that
IRC is A-O.K. for BMX in the U.S.A.
P.S. For additional info and TLGC,
circle number 31 on our RSC or
contact:

IRC

14111 Kingsley Drive
Gardena, CA 90249
(213) 323-7720

BMX PLUS!

If football is a game of inches, then
BMX is a game of ounces. So
lighten up there, buddy, with new
Pro Class Wheels form Mongoose.
These 20" X 1.75" alloys are an
incredible 17% lighter than the rims
currently on your bike, making for
faster acceleration out of corners,
off the gate, and down the
straights.

It seems that a super-secret study
at the 'Goose factory found the

Red Line Fork

Look! Up ahead! It's a fork in the
road! Lucky for you—the serious
BMXer—it happens to be a genuine
pair of Red Lines. First thing you'll
notice is they're super-light tubular
chrome-moly, a design pioneered
by Red Line. Another point: two
bold 20-inch models are available—
the RL-104 straight gauge (left),
and the ever-popular Pro-Line
tapered models on the right. If you
just can’t decide which route to
take, flip a coin, because they both
come in black, blue, red, white, and
chrome finishes. Also a little further
down the road, Red Line plans to
offer Pro-Line 24- and 26-inch-
model forks for bigger boys. So
whether you travel on or off the
road, when it comes to forks, take
the Red Line route—the fastest way
to the finish line. For additional info
on Red Line Products, simply circle
number 32 on our Reader Service
Card or contact:

Red Line Engineering
830 Tourmaline Drive
Newbury Park, CA 91320
(805) 498-6783
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forces that destroy wheels, and
showed the exact locations to
remove weight without sacrificing
strength. Lighter, yet just as
strong—that's the hole story behind
the Pro Class Rims. They also
come complete with interchange-
able metallic rim bands in red, blue,
gold, or black to accent the silver
rims, spokes, and hubs. Now you
can change your rim color as
easiliy as changing your tube!

Yep, the 'Goose is flyin' high
again with their new Pro Class
Wheels—and so should you! For
the hole truth and nothing but the
truth, circle number 18 on our
Reader Service Card or contact:

BMX Products, Inc.
9261 Irondale Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311
(213) 341-5455
TELEX 691310

Monarch Helmets
Get a head start on your
competeition with one of these
stylish, new, Monarch open-face
BMX helmets. Claiming to be both
the “lowest-priced and the lightest-
weight fiberglass-style helmet,”
Monarch features criss-crossed,
hand-layered, high-strength.
aircraft-grade fiberglass in addition
to options like “Iron Jaw" face
protector and three different visor
styles.

Monarch also boasts a full range
of junior and adult shell sizes—their
BMX-1 series being specifically

ACS Z Rims
0.K., lets z what we've got here.
Looks like z outrageous new ACS Z
Rims now available in z 24- and 26-
inch sizes. Z's new rim sizes feature
all z same durable qualities of z
injection molded Zytel plastic that
have made their 20-inch models
popular among skateparkers and
freestylers. Z Rims come in red,
yellow, blue, or black, are drilled for
36 .080-gauge spokes and weigh in
at 17 ounces for z 20-inch, 22
ounces for z 24-inch, and finally, 24
ounces for z 26-inch. But how can
you tell if they're z real thing? Well,
now ACS imprints their logo on all
Z Rims. That's z end. Except for
additional information—then circle
number 122 on our Reader Service
Card or contact:

ACS
1449 Industrial Park Street
Covina, CA 91722

(213) 331-0582

designed for ages three to eleven,
while their BMX-2 is for the twelve
and upsters.

Finishes include a two-tone
lightning-bolt style of red, white,
and blue; and eight different solid
colors to choose from. So there
you've got it—light weight, strength,
style, and low price all rolled into
one and wrapped around your
head. What more could you ask
for? How about an address?

Monarch Helmets

3648 Main Street

Chula Vista, CA 92011

(714) 422-0119

Toll Free (800) 854-2096
TELEX 695-000 BETA TTY SDG

T
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New Wire Grips 'fbr‘?
Serious Riders Only

If you're serious about being the best in BMX, you Sink your hands into the energetic quality of Johar
need grips with the control and power demanded by wire grips. Made by professionals for racers who are
world-class motocross riders. You need the new wire  serious about winning.
grips from Johar of California.

Soft and sticky, wire grips are made of long-
lasting, injection-molded Kraton rubber, the most
advanced grip compound available. As the newest y k
innovation in racing, wire grips are used and pre- f
ferred by top MX professionals and BMX pros like = OF CALIFORNIA
Race Inc’s Micky Lundy. GARDENA, CA

o joar's Wire

In the Pro class the Idea is: “If you have to
crash, take down as many other riders as you
can.” In shot #1 of this demonstration we see
Brian Patterson and Brian Barlow have just
landed In the mlddle of the track, but note
how Barlow Is trying to wrestle his bike onto
Tommy Brackens’ back wheel. In shot #2 we
see that Brackens has escaped, but Brian
Patterson Is making an even more desperate
attempt fo trip Stu Thomsen by putting his
hand under Stu's tires. In shot #3 we see that
the gamblit has worked—Stu Is done for. in
shot #4 we see Stu stlll has the presence of
mind to try to grab Tommy'’s right foot, but
Tommy has taken It off the pedal and gets
clean away. Or does he? He’s hitiing the
whoop-de-doos at close fo full speed with just
one foot on the pedals. Good luck. Photos
from the ABA’s Fall National In Lancaster,
California, by Dean Bradley.
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